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INTRODUCTION

__________________________



BOOK FILLED WITH HILARIOUS HEADLINES, BOTH REAL AND FAKE, WILL MAKE YOUR HEAD EXPLODE—LITERALLY





Let’s face it—newspapers are dying. Gone are the days when one would toss a nickel to a paperboy just to feel connected to the world. In the hyper-saturated, attention-deficit society of today, there are thousands of competitors for our attention. You’re less likely to find someone reading an article about elections in Iraq than, say, Beyoncé’s twitter feed.

So, what do news outlets do? They become entertainment themselves. That’s why I wasn’t shocked to turn on CNN one day and see a full news story about Obama’s “swagga.” (That’s hip-hop parlance for “swagger” for you pop-culturally challenged.) Really, CNN?

It’s the same story with the news in print. You don’t open up USA Today or foxnews.com and expect to just read boring old stories about important stuff that’s going on. You want excitement! Drama! Intrigue!

That must be why headlines are getting more and more ridiculous—they’ll print anything just to get your attention. In this book, you’ll find hundreds of humorous examples, from the truly weird (“Cupcake confiscated at airport, deemed security risk”) to the totally dense (“Psychics predict world didn’t end yesterday”), mixed up with some imitation ones, just to keep you on your toes.

On each page you’ll find three headlines—two completely real and lifted from a legitimate news source, and one totally made up by me. Guess the fake and turn the page to find out if you’re right.

You’ll find that telling the difference is awfully hard—newspaper editors are just as good as I am at creating salacious, hysterical, and sometimes titillating titles to grab the eye. Enjoy!
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REAL! The headline appeared in the Deseret News in November 2011, and described the very unfortunate Brigham City duck hunter.

Wrapping up for the day, the man laid his shotgun on the bow of his boat and stepped out to gather some duck decoys. As he bent over to scoop them up, his dog promptly stepped on the gun and shot him in the butt.

Personally, I think the pooch did it on purpose.

FAKE! There is no dog intelligent enough to play chess. Yet. But if you thought it was true, I admire your optimism.

It reminds me of an old joke:

A man visits his friend’s farm and is amazed to find him playing chess with his dog. “That’s incredible!” he says. “Your dog must be incredibly smart!”

“Not that smart,” said his friend. “I just beat him three out of five.”

REAL! This bizarre headline appeared on the CBS News website in December 2011. It described a dog owner’s amazement that, after he put Santa pants on his pup, it proceeded to walk around the house on his front legs only.

Really, CBS? This is news? If you tell me a dog does something incredible, I expect it to be truly incredible, like … well, like playing chess.
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REAL! The headline appeared in multiple local newspapers in 2000 as an unfortunately worded paraphrase of the original AP article headline: “Nike admits it: Tiger Woods doesn’t use the balls he endorses.”

Nike was successfully sued by the nonprofit group Public Remedies when it pointed out that Woods claimed to use “Nike Tour Accuracy” balls, when in fact he used his own custom-made golf balls.

Turns out that Woods prefers to play with firmer balls.



REAL! The writer of the 2009 Fox News headline was either glibly oblivious to the double entendre, or thoroughly aware and unapologetic of its salaciousness. Though funny, either explanation is unforgivable.

FAKE! While not an actual news headline, it is the headline of a 2009 blog entry on the website dlisted.com.

You can, however, find a bevy of truly brash and very real Tiger Woods headlines in the annals of the New York Post. My favorites:

Tiger admits: I’m a Cheetah.

Warning: Tiger on the loose. Lock up the waitresses.

Tiger goes limp!

Subtle, New York Post. Subtle.
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REAL! Florida lawyer Terry Lee Locy was sick of his girlfriend suggesting that he quit drinking. Therefore, it’s only natural that he step out of the shower one day, toss a sword to his girlfriend, and (allegedly) say, “You’re going to need this,” before pulling out a much larger sword of his own.

The 2011 headline and story appeared on NBC Miami’s website and detailed the freaky fracas that ensued, during which the girlfriend escaped, mostly unscathed.

I’m surprised, though, that he armed her beforehand. No true lawyer would seek a fair fight. (That lawyer joke is for you, Uncle Anthony!)

FAKE! It’s not far-fetched at all, though. The New York Daily News ran a nearly identical headline in 2011, as long as you replace the word “sword.”

In truth, Bradley Arterburn of Oskaloosa, Iowa, killed his mother’s boyfriend of three weeks with a medieval battle axe.

REAL! The 2009 headline appeared on MSNBC’s website in reference to the sad fate of seventy-seven-year-old Franziska Stegbauer, who vainly tried to prevent her grandson and brother-in-law from engaging in a very real, full-on, no-holds-barred duel with swords.

She should have put on her chainmail first.
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REAL! The April 2011 article from the Sunday Business Post details progress that the church is making toward eradicating sexual misconduct among the clergy, but the headline unfortunately omitted the crucial preposition “on,” thereby implying that religious leaders find sex abuse to be thoroughly awesome.

Talk about Freudian slip.



REAL! It’s certain that the writer of the February 2011 article in the Gloucestershire Echo did not mean to suggest that the local all-girls school provides oral sex as part of the program, though that would certainly qualify as “something special.”

The journalist meant to say, of course, that the head of the girls’ school believes that an all-girls education has a special quality that a coed education does not.

In truth, there is likely far less “head” going on at all-girls schools …

FAKE! Though there are a lot of plausible nonsexual scenarios that this headline could apply to, it was in fact made up.

However, the headline “Trojans come from behind against Beavers” is deliciously real.
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REAL! The article from the Daily Mail relays the very sad story of Massachusetts college professor Rebecca Hains, who encountered tragedy when she went through the security line in the Las Vegas airport.

They took her cupcake.

The security agent told her that the frosting on the cupcake could be deemed a liquid or gel, and was therefore against carry-on rules. After a major media cupcake outcry, the TSA has condemned the decision, said it is reviewing the incident, and assured the public that cupcakes are acceptable on U.S. flights.



REAL! I could see making her pay the cleaning bill, but assault charges?

The 2011 article from Fox News describes how a domestic argument gone sour led sixty-year-old wife Dawn Montesdeoca to reach into a dessert box and begin to target her husband with a steady mortar fire of frosted cupcakes.

The police report indicated that she openly admitted to the “cupcake assault,” and a county judge charged her with domestic battery and set her bail at $10,000.

Seriously?!

FAKE! While that would be awesome, British intelligence did something almost as awesome. They hacked into the website of an al-Qaeda magazine and replaced a bomb-making recipe with cupcake recipes.

If terrorists were obsessed with making cupcakes instead of bombs, what a wonderful world it would be.
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FAKE! It would make a great children’s book, though.

REAL! The headline appeared on CBS Minnesota’s news site in 2011 and refers to two male penguins at Harbin Polar Land in northern China who behave as a couple and were constantly trying to steal eggs from female penguins during hatching season.

Keepers gave the unruly pair an egg of their own so that they could experience the joys of joint fatherhood.



REAL! The 2012 article from KXLY in Spokane, Washington, tells the story of polo club magnate John Goodman (no relation) and his clever maneuvering to protect his assets from a lawsuit.

The wealthy Florida businessman allegedly killed a man by running a stop sign while drunk, and now faces a massive lawsuit by the victim’s family. Goodman decided to man up and do the right thing: adopt his forty-two-year-old girlfriend, utilizing a sneaky legal loophole to protect his assets from the victims. Nice moves, Goodman. Nice moves.
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REAL! Did you know some countries force child molesters and rapists to undergo a chemical process that attempts to eliminate their sex drive? I didn’t. Some U.S. states employ the practice as well.

This bluntly phrased 2012 headline from the Sun describes Britain’s ongoing experiments with the technique. In the case of the United Kingdom, it is voluntary—offenders can opt to take the chemical castration drug leuprorelin in exchange for softer sentences.

FAKE! Luckily, this one isn’t true, but I’ve known a couple of guys who’ve come close.

REAL! Media reports, such as this 2011 article from AsiaOne, describe what sounds like a happy Portuguese celebrity couple on vacation in New York City. Renato Seabra admitted to stabbing journalist Carlos Castro in the head with a corkscrew, using the corkscrew to mutilate his genitals, strangling him, smashing a computer monitor on his head, and stomping on his face many times. He then showered, put on a suit, and went out on the town leaving Carlos to die. What possessed the model to embark on the hour-long torture of his partner remains a mystery, but some media reports say that he did it in an attempt to banish the “gay demons” from his partner and himself.
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FAKE! That would certainly make for a strange story.

I didn’t make it up out of whole cloth, though. This headline did appear in a 1945 issue of the Pittsburgh Press: “Ding is promised very elegant day.”

At the time, the newspaper used a cartoon bird mascot named Donnie Dingbat to relay the weather. He was known as “Ding” for short.

REAL! The New York Post printed this strange headline in 1999. It refers to the fact that Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s approval rating among white Catholics surged after he publicly condemned the Brooklyn Museum for featuring an artwork called “The Holy Virgin Mary.”

The problem? The piece was made up of a few nontraditional materials, including oil paint, glitter, pornographic images, and elephant dung.



REAL! In 2004, Malaysia, which had earned a reputation for being hard on drugs, thought it had done a pretty good job getting drugs off the streets. It turns out they needed to look in the fields. As the United Press International article relates, addicts learned somehow that they could get some relief from withdrawal by putting cow dung in a bag, poking a hole in the bag, and inhaling deeply.

Let’s hope our red-blooded, farm-raised, American youth don’t discover this edgy trend …
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REAL! I had some friends on the football team in high school that definitely had a “chalupa incident” or two, but not the kind that this Junction City, Kansas, Daily Union headline was referring to.

University of Kansas defensive end Dion Rayford found himself feeling a little miffed in 1999 when the local Taco Bell left a chalupa out of his order. Rayford did what any red-blooded rage beast would do: he rallied and rammed himself through the drive-through window. Unfortunately, he got stuck, and the police were called. Rayford was put on probation and had to miss the final game of his career.

All that for a chalupa.

FAKE! But, it is not far-fetched. In October of 2009, you may have seen this even better headline from NBC Miami: “Taco Bell worker shot by gordita gunner.”

Sure, the drive-through jerk became enraged when he found out that the store was closing for the night. Yes, he pulled a gun and fired a shot at the unarmed, female manager through the window. But, is he known as the Queso Coward? No, he gets a cool supervillain name like the Gordita Gunner. Priorities, NBC, priorities!

REAL! According to the 2011 ABC News story, the customer called the restaurant around 4 A.M. “demanding more meat for his chalupas.” The manager replied that they were closing and could not accommodate his request. He apparently responded, “That’s alright. I’ll just come redecorate the place.”

Not long after, they smelled gasoline and found the drive-through area on fire. The police found the source: a Molotov cocktail.

Taco Bell is clearly the fast food of choice for mercenaries, bandits, pirates, and barbarians.
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FAKE! Sounds like it could happen, though, right?

REAL! The 2005 story ran in the Montana Herald, and described a black-bearded, green-kilted little fella that made off with over $300 on the eve of St. Patrick’s Day.

The owner of the laundromat, Don Heffington, apparently had a sense of humor about it all: “It is Butte. Butte gets pretty crazy on St. Patrick’s Day, and it was probably someone who needed a little bit more money for stimulants.”



REAL! The headline is from the United Kingdom’s Metro newspaper, which detailed a bizarre 2010 bank robbery and its bloody aftermath in a suburb outside of Nashville, Tennessee.

A man dressed up as a leprechaun held up a bank teller with a high-caliber gun, making off with a sack of money (what, no pot of gold?). An accomplice was waiting in a getaway car, but they were pursued by police. The leprechaun managed to shoot and disable one police cruiser, but made a fatal error when he decided to ditch his car and dash off into a field. The men continued to fire at officers, which promptly got them shot and killed.

The robbers turned out to be baby-faced twenty-year-olds. Clearly they’d watched too many movies.

 

SEXUAL SPORTS

It’s really not surprising that the language of sports only needs the slightest inadvertent adjustment to become the language of sex. After all, you can pull off a golden sombrero, ring the pipe, do some cradling, experience a back court violation, and “penetrate, penetrate, penetrate,” without playing a sport at all.

HOOKER NAMED INDOOR ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Sydney Morning Herald,
April 29, 2009

Before you think, “Wow, she must be really good,” it’s worth noting that the Herald was talking about pole-vault sensation Steve Hooker and the award he received from Track and Field magazine.

A-ROD GOES DEEP, WANG HURT

Plattsburgh, New York’s
Press-Republican, June 16, 2008

Alex Rodriguez hit a three-run homer, and Chien-Ming Wang sprained his foot. What’s sexual about that?

JUST ANOTHER DAY OF POUNDING, GETTING POUNDED

Iowa’s The Gazette,
 November 20, 2011

A rather philosophical piece about the physical toll taken on the University of Iowa Hawkeyes’s bodies. All that grueling, sweaty grinding, and the constant ramming. It’s tough on a guy.

COLON ABSORBS ANOTHER POUNDING; YANKEES MAY NEED WHIFF OF COLON; CLEVELAND’S COLON HAS EMERGED SMELLING LIKE A ROSE

The Orange County Register,
 June 28, 2004; USA Today,
 November 29, 2003; CNN/
Sports Illustrated,
 July 3, 1998

Newspaper editors have discovered endless opportunities for taking advantage of MLB pitcher Bartolo Colón’s name.

CLINTON LICKS BEAVERS

Clinton, Tennessee’s
Courier-News, February 2, 2000

Before you see the headline and say, “We knew that already,” look more closely and see that the Clinton High School Dragons had a very successful basketball game against the Karns High School Beavers. Why the editor didn’t choose “Dragons lick Karns” is a mystery to me.

LADY JACKS OFF TO HOT START IN CONFERENCE

Northern Arizona University’s
 The Lumberjack, January 19, 2006

It might take you a second to realize that women’s teams at NAU are referred to as the “Lady Jacks.” The basketball team was off to a strong start in their local conference with a big win over Weber State. Why, what did you think it meant?

FRESHMAN TALLEY MAKES BEST OF HER 2 SOGGY HOLES

Kentucky’s Courier-Journal,
 October 8, 2008

If you’ve got two soggy holes, you might as well make the best of them. The article, of course, was a report of the Girls’ State Golf Championships at Bowling Green Country Club. Wet weather mucked up the pitch, and competitors only played two holes. Emma Talley was the best, playing three under par.

OLD LADY UNABLE TO MASTER BATE AT HOME


Goal.com, December 10, 2008

I can’t think of any possible way that the editor of this story thought people would read the headline and think it’s about sports. Amazingly, however, it is. “Old Lady” is a common nickname for the Italian soccer team Juventus, and BATE Borisov is a Belarusian soccer team. In this case, as you can see, Juventus lost to BATE Borisov at a home game.

 

[image: ]

REAL! It’s a rather fascinating story that Portland’s KATU ran in 2006: a fifteen-year-old boy stole a bus, then proceeded to drive the standard route, obeying all traffic laws, while picking up and dropping off passengers at each bus stop.

He was arrested and charged with grand theft auto.



REAL! The 2012 story from Orlando’s WESH stands as a real testament to teen intelligence: a woman came home just in time to witness a fifteen-year-old boy climbing out of her kitchen window with her tomato plant. The kid got away, but she happened to see him in the neighborhood the next day and called the police.

He admitted to the arresting officers that he took the plant, and that he did it because he thought it was marijuana. He did not mention whether or not he tried to smoke it.

Something tells me that kid’s bought a lot of oregano in his life.

FAKE! It’s not too far from the truth, however! In 1973, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette ran a similar headline for the daily Ann Landers column. (For all you babies out there, Ann Landers was the name of a super popular syndicated advice column—people would write in for advice about everything from proper manners to ethical dilemmas.)

The headline read: “Teen steals sex book, gets off easy, but …” It referred to a very tame reader’s letter about how she had attempted to shoplift a sex book when she was a teenager, and how the store manager had let her off with a warning.
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FAKE! Not real at all. It’s the plot of a new buddy comedy I’m writing.

REAL! It’s a classic prank. Wait until a golfer’s at the peak of his wind-up, then blow an air horn. Pretty harmless, right?

Not for one teenager in Florida, according to this 2012 NBC News story. He and his buddies rattled two older golfers with an air horn and ran away laughing. His crucial mistake was returning to the course hours later to retrieve the jacket he left behind. The two golfers, both seventy-one, surprised the kid and beat the fifteen-year-old with a metal golf ball finder.

Both men were arrested and charged with child abuse. Never too old to get a record!



REAL! The 1981 piece from the Boca Raton News grabs your attention with its titillating title, then proceeds to bore the pants off of you with paragraph after paragraph of advice on how to improve your golf swing.

I did get momentarily excited when the article suggested using “a more supple shaft.”
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REAL! The wrestler, John Levi Miller, would not say that his case is funny at all. The 2012 NBC News story describes his bout one evening in a local Indiana circuit. He was supposed to win, and his opponent, Clinton Woosley, was supposed to be the “heel” and lose.

Miller’s lawsuit claims that Woosley is a real-life heel who decided he wanted to win at all costs. He allegedly kicked Miller so hard in the groin that hospital doctors were forced to remove one of his testicles.



REAL! Pro wrestler Steve Thunder suffered “severe emotional distress” when his opponent ripped off his toupee in front of jeering crowds, according to his $200,000 lawsuit against Hair Replacement System. The 1983 article in the Youngstown Vindicator went on to say that Thunder “felt that his bald spots were ruining his career.”

If you could successfully sue people because you’re bald, I’d be a billionaire by now.

FAKE! I like the image of a massive man in spandex raging at his bowl of cereal. It’s not so far from the truth, though. In 2010 pro wrestler Hulk Hogan did sue Post Cereal over a Cocoa Pebbles issue, but it was because the chocolate sugar bombs featured his likeness without permission.
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REAL! Thirty-one-year-old Gary Ashbrook of Newhaven, East Sussex, England, had a truly bizarre way of achieving … gratification, as this 2007 headline from the Daily Mirror attests.

He was fond of inflating condoms with laughing gas and stretching them over his head. There’s no way that habit was going to end any way but badly.

FAKE! But if it happens, they will be ecstatic.

In case you were wondering (I was), the oldest “surviving” condom is from 1640, and is made from pig intestine. It’s a museum piece now and is even paired with an instruction manual in Latin.

REAL! The sassy headline appeared in the London Free Press in 2008 and has since gone viral, appearing on hundreds of joke-compiling websites.

However, the story itself is quite legitimate. Two huge tractor trailers collided on Highway 401 outside of London, Ontario. One, carrying hundreds of pounds of prophylactics, jackknifed and toppled over, dropping its contents onto the ground. As the writer of the article, April Kemick, noted, “the rubber truly hit the road.”
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REAL! And from The New York Times, no less!

The 2011 article described a series of experiments that proved pigeons can count and learn rules about numbers just as well as monkeys can.

I thought it was funny that these pigeons were staring at a screen and pecking at symbols all day just to get a food reward … until I realized I’m doing the same thing.



REAL! The 2012 story from the Wall Street Journal describes the purchase by a wealthy Chinese shipping magnate of a Dutch pigeon, specifically bred for the sport of … pigeon racing. You can’t make this stuff up.

The sport is popular in Europe, where it may be 2,000 years old, and has increasingly gained interest in China.

FAKE! This headline from the Manchester Evening News would be accurate if you replaced the word “pigeon” with the words “pink flamingo.”

My favorite part of the story is that airport workers tried to secure the bird so that they could open the runway again, but the flamingo evaded them for five hours. That would make a great cartoon—sort of a cross between the Road Runner and the Pink Panther!
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REAL! The United Kingdom’s daily Metro ran the headline, which refers to the consternation of German police in the town of Kaiserslautern, who broke into an apartment at the behest of a neighbor who believed he smelled a dead body. Instead, the police found a man who was very much living, despite his extraordinarily odorous feet.

FAKE! We all know that federal agents are far too responsible to do something like that. (While on duty, anyway.)

REAL! This is one of those headlines that was so disarmingly obvious that it went viral, and subsequently became a classic. It first appeared in the Tulsa World in 1997.
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REAL! The 2011 headline from New Delhi TV’s news website says it all. A woman named Shilpa was fed up with her husband and decided to take matters into her own … er, teeth. She made off with her husband’s ear after a family fight.

The best part is the area of Mumbai that the woman is from:

Diva.



REAL! The story, from New York’s Daily News, describes how fifty-seven-year-old Sheboygan woman Karen Leuders decided to take off most of her seventy-nine-year-old husband’s tongue during a goodnight kiss. While he was trying to relay his condition to a 911 operator (with extreme difficulty), she was outside caroling in the neighborhood. That’s the spirit!

In a Herculean display of true love, the hubby didn’t want to press charges. Wisconsin police pursued the case anyway.

FAKE! That would be violent and terrible.

It is awfully similar to an actual 2011 incident in Florida, reported by NBC Miami and the Tampa Bay Times: a massively drunk woman came home in a rage and demanded her car keys from her husband, who refused. When she opened the refrigerator and discovered that he’d thrown away the beer in an effort to protect her, she proceeded to bite him in the arm and neck four times, followed by a punch to the face for good measure.
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REAL! The BBC News reported this exciting 2002 story about the effect that a man’s seed can have on a woman’s mood. The headline makes it seem as though just the very existence, or perhaps even the idea, of sperm makes the ladies smile, but the State University of New York study was more scientific than that.

Semen that has been deposited inside the vagina is absorbed into the body, the study notes, and it contains several hormones, notably testosterone and estrogen, that are proven to positively affect mood. Proof that sex (at least the unprotected kind) is a pick-me-up.

FAKE! That is an invitation that I would politely decline. In a 1942 edition of the St. Petersburg Times, you could have seen this header: “2,000 officers, men to attend seaman party.”

REAL! You’ve really got to give it to the Huffington Post for running this headline in 2011, but you’d be surprised how many other reputable news sources carried versions of this story as well.

It’s the utterly flabbergasting story of a New Zealand pub that offers apple-infused shots of horse semen on their menu, with the equally significant addition that the drink is very popular, particularly with women.

If you don’t like apples, you’re in luck. Elsewhere in New Zealand, you can find cherry-flavored and licorice-flavored horse semen as well.
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REAL! Dashing movie star Humphrey Bogart got caught up in a nightclub altercation, according to this story in a 1949 issue of the Miami News. Apparently, the actor decided to hit the town with two stuffed pandas in tow, which he had purchased for his young son.

This is where the details get murky. According to Bogart, fashion model Robin Roberts dashed up and tried to make off with one of the pandas, and he merely yanked it back. According to Roberts, she pet the toy panda, and Bogart knocked her to the floor.

The judge decided that it was an attempted publicity stunt by Ms. Roberts and threw out her charges of assault against him.



REAL! This 1953 item from the Oxnard Press-Courier tells the silly tale of a spat between Bogie and his neighbor, comedy writer Cy Howard. Bogart (and his lady, Lauren Bacall) had three Boxers that loved to bark all the time. Howard wanted them silenced; Bogart refused.

My favorite quote from the article belongs to Mr. Howard: “I work from home and if I have to write for Boxers, I listen to Boxers, but as long as I write for humans, the barking doesn’t help.”

Amen, brother!

FAKE! While we all know that Humphrey Bogart was not a gangsta rapper, “Bogart” could refer to aspiring rapper Evan Bogart or the music venue Bogart’s. It could even be a reference to the town of Bogart, Georgia.

In the end, it’s a riff on a real 2011 headline from Honolulu’s KITV: “Biggie’s gangsta rap quiets crying baby.” It was an extremely worthy news item about how a father used rap songs to pacify his son with remarkable success. The “Biggie” in question, of course, is the late rap impresario Notorious B.I.G.
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REAL! Chinese entrepreneur An Yanshi offers panda poop tea at more than $35,000 per eighteen ounces, according to this 2012 story from the Huffington Post. Why would you want to drink this fecal tea, which has been described as having a “nutty” and “mature” taste?

Apparently because pandas are rare, and their digestive systems are poor, so their poo-poo is riddled with nutrition.

Nummy!



REAL! Poop drinks seem to be all the rage! This 2007 Reuters article depicts Australian fascination with “Kopi Luwak,” a special coffee from Indonesia.

The coffee is made entirely from coffee beans that are extracted by hand from the feces of native civet cats. Because this is such a time-consuming process, the coffee goes for more than $450 per pound!

I’m just waiting for it to appear at Starbucks.

FAKE! Stranger things have happened …

 

[image: ]

REAL! The 2004 article in the Lincoln Journal Star chronicles the strange account of a Nebraska man on trial for murder, having shot and killed three people during his botched bank robbery. When asked why he started shooting, he claimed it was because a “Smurf was talking s#!t.”

The county attorney asked, “Is it really your testimony that a blue Smurf was in the bank?”

The killer replied, “That’s what I said.”

He’s now on death row.

FAKE! But, an almost identical headline ran online in 2011 by St. Louis’s KSDK News: “Robber dressed as Gumby robs convenience store.”

Turns out Gumby’s a bum when it comes to the stickup: he fumbled in his costume for his gun, managing to drop thirty-seven cents in the process, before he took off.

I hold a special place in my heart for robbers who lose money …

REAL! The fact-checkers and copyeditors at Tampa Bay’s WTSP News must have been playing hooky at Busch Gardens the day somebody decided to post this little gem. I have visions of a little blue man on a bicycle made of marijuana.

The headline is hilarious even when correctly rendered: “Grandmother set up by pot-peddling Smurf.” It refers to a Pennsylvania woman who was arrested after several cannabis plants were found in her garden. Her delicious excuse is that a man in a Smurf hat gave her the seeds, which she then tossed into the garden and forgot about.

Right, grandma. Right.
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FAKE! I think putting the words “nipple” and “fire” in the same sentence should be avoided at all costs. Yet, against reason, I wrote it here. A 1954 headline in the Prescott Evening Courier read: “Whipple doctor victim of fire.” The unfortunate Dr. Hipp, of the Fort Whipple Veterans Hospital, perished in a house fire.
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