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  PREFACE




  A deer hunt is much like a football game. The hunter and the quarterback must know exactly which calls to make as the hunt or the game progresses. Often some extra effort and a few more inches can spell the difference in victory or defeat. When the conditions change, knowing which calls will work and which calls won’t can determine the outcome of the day.




  To become a great quarterback or a proficient deer hunter, both athletes must learn from the masters of their sports. Learning tried and true tactics, new plays and better offenses and defenses are the critical keys for success in every sport. Developing a strategic game plan before the hunt or the football game is essential to winning the day.




  By studying the methods of hunting offered in The Masters’ Secrets of Deer Hunting, a deer hunter should be able to save himself five to six years of in-the-woods experience. The men in this book have devoted themselves to the study of hunting whitetail deer. Let them teach you, and you’ll increase your odds for bagging a buck this season.
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  ABOUT THE AUTHOR




  For more than three decades, John E. Phillips has hunted the whitetail deer. He even chose to attend Livingston University in deer-rich Southwest Alabama to be able to deer hunt at least four days a week from mid-October until the last day of January during his college years until graduation.




  Phillips also has been a student of deer and deer hunting as a part-time taxidermist and an active outdoor writer and photographer for more than 20-years for both newspapers and magazines. Phillips, the author of eight outdoor books including: Alabama Outdoors Cookbook. How To Make More Profits In Taxidermy. Catch More Crappie. Outdoor Life’s Complete Turkey Hunting. Bass Fishing With The Skeeter Pros. North American Hunting Club’s Turkey Hunting Tactics. Deer & Fixings and Fish and Fixings, has had more than 1,000 articles published on hunting deer. An active member of Outdoor Writers Association of America, Southeastern Outdoors Press Association, Alabama Press Association and Outdoors Photographic League, Phillips has won numerous awards for excellence in writing magazine and newspaper articles and outdoor books.




  Phillips feels fortunate to have hunted with some of the greatest deer hunters of our day, which has made him passionate for the sport. He has taken deer with bow and arrow, blackpowder rifles, shotguns and conventional rifles. He has hunted the mountains, plains, swamps, forests and croplands of the U.S. Phillips has learned the art of deer hunting from some of the best hunters in the nation and has brought this knowledge to you in The Masters’ Secrets of Deer Hunting.




  CHAPTER 1




  HOW TO BE A SUCCESSFUL DEER HUNTER




  With Don Taylor




  WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS for successful deer hunting? Many of us will seek the answer to this question each season by learning how to find a buck, how to take that buck, what the latest hunting techniques are, what super duper lure can be used to bring bucks in - even when they don’t want to come in - and where that secret, hidden pocket is that no one knows about where a hunter can be 99 percent sure of taking a deer.




  Having Self-Discipline




  The hunter must be able to control himself and to self-discipline his actions. Knowing what can be done does not necessarily mean a hunter does what needs to be done.




  I’ve met many hunters who understand that to take a trophy buck they’ll have to sit in one place all day and wait for that buck to show up. But they can’t force themselves to stay in one spot for the time required. These outdoorsmen know what to do intellectually, but they can’t discipline their bodies to do what they need to do.




  Stalk hunting for deer is another prime example of a hunter’s self-discipline. Most stalk hunters believe the adage, “The slower a stalker goes, the more game he sees.” So they deliberately walk slowly. However, they see a bend in the road and say to themselves, “I bet if I hurry up, get to that bend and look around it, a deer will be standing just on the other side.”




  Once they slip up to the bend in the road and peep around the bend, they don’t see any deer. They may keep watching around that bend for all of two minutes or until they convince themselves no deer are present in the area. Then they reason, “Since I can’t see a deer for at least 50 yards, I mustn’t waste my time staying here. I’ll go on down the road about 50 yards, stop and look.”
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  Each time these woodsmen pause to search, they talk themselves into believing no deer is in the vicinity.




  Reason dictates that if no deer is where they are looking, they need to be watching somewhere else and not wasting their time in that area. Instead of taking three to four hours to cover a half a mile while stalking, they move three to four miles in an hour and a half and wonder why they haven’t spotted any game.




  To be a good deer hunter, every time you take one step forward, you need to be totally convinced that a deer is standing just in front of you only if you can see it. You must take plenty of time to try and spot a deer. Every time I move one step forward, I can see from 40 to 60 percent more of the woods than I can one step back. I discipline myself to move slowly enough to spot everything I can possibly see before I take another step.
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  Learning the discipline of staying put in your treestand is a key to success.




  I have to constantly remind myself that I am not looking for a deer but instead am attempting to spot an ear tip, the black circle of a deer’s eye, a parallel line to the ground, which will indicate a deer’s back, the small tip of an ivory- colored antler or a leg protruding out from behind a tree. The little things are what give away a deer’s position. To observe those small things, the hunter must discipline himself to take the time required to see all he can.




  Using Proper Equipment




  Although the terrain an outdoorsman hunts, and the method he uses will dictate the type of equipment he needs, certain pieces of equipment are essential for successful deer hunting anywhere. Being able to see what’s in front of you is critical to being able to bag a buck. Always carry a pair of pocket size binoculars with you. Small, lightweight binoculars will enable you to see well enough at 100 yards to identify a deer.
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  If you walk too quickly, you may walk past the buck you are trying to take.




  I constantly use my binoculars. Many times I will see something white bouncing on a limb. My brain may say that the white blur is some kind of small bird, but as we all know, human eyes can be deceived. I use my binoculars to be sure. Most of the time, it is a bird. However, perhaps 10 percent of the time that patch of white I’ve seen bouncing will be the white inside of a deer’s ear, an antler tip or a tail swishing. Without utilizing the binoculars, I may have walked off and left the buck.




  Besides binoculars, a productive hunter must have a rifle he can shoot accurately and one he has shot accurately many times before he goes into the woods. If the hunter doesn’t know where the bullet will land when he squeezes the trigger, then if a deer steps in front of him, that hunter isn’t sure he can take the deer. But if you fire your rifle enough times at varying distances on a range and learn within a half inch where the bullet is going to land when you squeeze the trigger, then you probably will bag the buck.




  To shoot accurately, you must have a scope you can use in your hunting situation, and you must mount your scope correctly. For woods hunting, most of the time you need a scope that is 3X or 4X strong. If you are hunting with a variable scope, for instance a 3-9 scope, then always set it at the lowest magnification to give you the widest field of view. If you are stalk or stand hunting and a deer comes in close to you with your scope set at 9X, picking the target to shoot at will be extremely difficult, because the deer is too close. But if you have your scope set on the widest field of view and the lowest magnification, when a deer walks in at 15 to 40 yards, he will make an easy target. If you do happen to spot a deer at 75 to 100 yards out, you will have plenty of time to screw your scope from 3X to 9X before you take the shot.




  Besides binoculars, an accurate rifle and a well- mounted, quality scope, the successful hunter must wear clothes that are comfortable and that camouflage him.




  Knowing The Woods




  One mistake many new deer hunters make is running all over the country trying to kill a deer. Deer hunters are much like bass fishermen who, when they hear about a new fishing hotspot, leave their home lakes thinking they will catch more and bigger fish somewhere else. But actually, the more you know about the land you plan to hunt, the greater your odds are of not only taking a deer but bagging a trophy deer.




  When I say to learn the land you hunt, I not only mean know your way around the land so you don’t get lost but also to learn where the food for the deer is, where the bedding areas are, where the trails are and where the deer go when the hunting pressure is high. Each year, discover something new and different about your hunting land.




  Understanding Deer Movement




  Do you know where the most deer are taken on the property you hunt? Where are most of the deer seen? Where do the deer scrape year after year? About what week do the deer rut, each year? What is the deer’s preferred food source each week of the season? Where is that food source located on your property? Where on the land you hunt will no one ever think to look for a deer? How do deer movement patterns change from…




        … before bow season to during bow season,




        … at the beginning of gun season,




        … during the middle of gun season,




        … while the rut is going on and




        … at the end of deer season?




  All the answers to these questions will help you to think like a trophy deer. Once you begin to learn the deer’s movement, behavior, feeding, and mating patterns, then you will come closer to being a successful deer hunter. Compiling this much information requires a conscious effort on a hunter’s part to keep records and to notice what he is observing in the woods every time he is hunting. To learn how to hunt deer, you must study deer, just like you do any other subject.




  Often hunters stumble through the woods relying on information they’ve heard from someone else rather than doing their own research. Remember that if the man who is giving you the information knows how to take the deer, he already will have bagged the bucks. I feel a hunter must rely on his own research and study to understand more about the deer he hunts.




  Having Confidence Hunting New Regions




  A dedicated deer hunter always must assume he can hunt regions no one else thinks can be hunted. Deer know where hunters won’t go. At least, big, smart, trophy bucks do and that’s where they hide during the season. Thick patches of cane, huge briar thickets and head-high clearcuts where visibility may be only six feet or less will be passed up by most hunters.




  No matter how dense the cover, there is either a trail, a drainage ditch, a creek or an open spot somewhere in that cover. Many times I have gone into areas that have head-high growth for 30 yards when all of a sudden I’ll come into a clearing where I can see for 30 to 40 yards. Or else I may find a drainage ditch or some type of break in the cover that permits me a clear view for 10 to 20 yards. If I get into that thick cover and can’t discover a place to see from, then I’ll cut a shooting lane- or perhaps two or three -each 20 to 30 yards in length. But I never cut a trail into heavy cover, because then another hunter may use that same trail to move in to where I’m hunting.
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  Anytime you hear hunters say, “You can’t hunt this region or that area, it’s too thick,” then you know that’s exactly the spot where you must hunt if you are going to take a buck. The more hunting pressure exerted on a place, the thicker cover you will have to hunt to harvest a nice buck. Many times the difference in success or failure is how well you learn to hunt places where other sportsmen think deer cannot be hunted.
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  Don Taylor is shown with the two big bucks he bagged in less than a week in an area no one else would hunt.




  Having Confidence About Bagging Bucks




  The most successful deer hunters have faith they will bag bucks. Some outdoorsmen are defeated too easily. They have carefully researched to understand where a deer probably will be, they know their rifles shoot accurately enough to take deer, and they can see deer with either their naked eyes or their binoculars. However, they still may be defeated if they hunt an area five or six times and a buck doesn’t show up. But if all my research says a deer should be at a certain place, I’ll continue to go to that spot, even if bagging that deer takes several years.




  I had one such place on a piece of property I hunted. The area met all of the requirements of thick, almost impenetrable, cover and was a natural hideout for bucks when hunting pressure was the greatest. Also this region was full of deer signs, including scrapes and rubs, and no one else hunted this region but me.




  I spotted a big buck in this area but never did get a shot at him. I hunted that place for two years before I ever took a deer. But not only did I bag a trophy buck out of that region the third year I hunted it, I harvested two trophy bucks within a week of each other out of that one sanctuary.




  Learning Something New On Every Hunt




  I realize I don’t understand everything about deer hunting. But I try to learn something every time I go into the woods. I’m constantly thinking about where a deer should be and what he should be doing. I’m adding vital research each season that will help me become a better deer hunter. I’m happy to pass on the information I’ve learned to help others enjoy the sport of deer hunting I love so much.




  CHAPTER 2




  DETECTING DEER MOVEMENT THROUGH SCOUTING




  With Dr. Robert Sheppard




  TWO METHODS OF HUNTING will bag a buck. One is luck, which is a factor that a majority of hunters in many areas depend on, and the other requires experience - knowing the deer, his movement and behavior patterns.




  Being able to predict deer movement is the stock in trade of the hunter who bags a buck year after year. Very little guess work is involved in this type of hunting. The sportsman takes a set of given facts, studies the terrain, the available food, the deer’s mating habits and the weather, correlates them with deer signs he finds in his area and comes up with a hunt plan that logically should put him in a position to see, and hopefully bag, a deer.




  Actually the hunter’s mind is the ultimate weapon. Like an onboard computer, an outdoorsman feeds in data, the information is processed between his ears, and the answer of where the buck should show up on any given day is fed out and put into the outgoing box of his intellect. Let’s look at the factors that are fed into a knowledgeable hunter’s brain and see how he comes up with hunt plans that consistently pay off in buck sightings.




  Understanding Deer




  To be consistently successful, a deer hunter must adopt a philosophy which dictates that scouting is far more important and critical to hunter success than shooting. The effective hunter will spend 80-percent of his time in the woods scouting and trying to determine where and when a deer should show up and only 20 percent of his time in an attempt to take a deer.
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  Scout before the season to find a buck like this.




  Less knowledgeable hunters will spend 80 percent of their time wandering around in the woods or sitting on a treestand because they find a few deer tracks or some droppings. Then these same men only will spend 20 percent of their time trying to predict where the deer will show up.




  But as a hunter once told me, “The most important deer tracks to the hunter are the ones the deer is standing in when the hunter is ready to shoot.”




  In most areas of the country, you will find several consistent hunters who seem to always bag their bucks within the first two hours of the opening day of deer season. Although luck plays a role in their success, if you question them closely, you will find out that before the season opens they have spent days and weeks studying their deer, picking their stand sites and paying close attention to the details that result in their taking bucks.




  But there are no short cuts. To regularly take deer year after year, you have to spend more time scouting than you do trying to shoot a deer. Three times of the year are the most productive for scouting - before the season, during the season and at the end of the season.
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