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      “Pagan Astrology combines a practical and easy-to-understand overview of the basics of Western Astrology with techniques and ideas to build astrological altars, work rituals, and perform magic using the unique forces and qualities of the astrological signs. Astrologers will particularly appreciate the magical prescriptions to counteract the energies of afflicted planets. This is a book that could grace the shelf of any student of the planetary mysteries.”

      ELLEN EVERT HOPMAN, AUTHOR OF A DRUID’S HERBAL OF SACRED TREE MEDICINE, A DRUID’S HERBAL FOR THE SACRED EARTH YEAR, AND BEING A PAGAN (WITH LAWRENCE BOND)

    

  
    
      
        AUTHOR’S NOTE

REGARDING PLANET PLUTO

        The International Astronomical Union’s 2006 decision to reclassify Pluto from a planet to a dwarf planet presented a challenge for astronomers who clearly consider it a strong planetary force. The International Astronomical Union’s planet classification system is far from “watertight” and most certainly does not represent any type of agreement among astronomers. Only 4 percent voted on their planet definition, and most are not planetary scientists. Their decision was immediately opposed by hundreds of other professional astronomers in a formal petition. There are various inconsistencies in their nomenclature; their definition states that dwarf planets are not simply a type of planet, but are not planets at all. This is entirely inconsistent with the use of the term “dwarf ” in the rest of astronomy, where dwarf stars are still stars, and dwarf galaxies are still galaxies. Their definitions also define objects solely by where they are while ignoring what they are. If Earth were in Pluto’s orbit, according to the IAU definition, it would not be a planet either. A classification scheme that takes the same object and makes it a planet in one location and not a planet in another location is essentially useless.

        Many astronomers favor a broader planet definition that includes any non-self-luminous spheroidal body orbiting a star. The spherical part is important because it means an object is large enough for its own gravity to pull it into a round shape—a characteristic of planets and not of shapeless asteroids. Astrologers, in general, have rejected the IAU definition, because for us the important part isn’t even the size of the rock, it’s the strength of the effect of the cosmic force marked and interpreted by that planet. The force that Pluto marks for us is awesome and powerful, and we find no reason not to refer to it as a planet, regardless of the transient squabbling of astronomers.
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      INTRODUCTION

      Stars and Stones

      Astrology is the art and science of calculating cosmic currents by observing heavenly bodies. That’s the nutshell description . . . and to most outside observers, that smacks terribly of magic. Most astrologers, though, would disagree. Starting with Evangeline Adams (the first astrologer to try to scientifically prove the validity of astrology in a court of law in 1914), the astrological community has been attempting for a century or more to prove that astrology is completely scientific, with nothing spooky or supernatural about it.

      Of all the divinatory methods, from tea leaf reading to Tarot, astrology is the one that attracts the most “left-brained” types. After all, it’s got more math than any other method, except maybe the I Ching. If one could grade divinatory methods the way one grades sciences—with physics on the “hard science” end and psychology on the “soft science” end—astrology would unquestionably be the “hardest” (with maybe scrying as the “softest”). It lends itself better than any other method to statistics and lab testing, and the hope of most of its practitioners is to someday allow it to join the ranks of ordinary sciences, like long-lost-twin astronomy.

      In order to do this, the practice of Western astrologers has been to pare off and throw away anything that reeked of the Mysteries. This included anything remotely religious—after all, the existence of deities and spirits can’t be proved scientifically—and anything associated with magical practice. Of course, this is nearly impossible in the end, because every divination method in existence sooner or later brushes up against the human need to explain the spiritual nature of the Universe . . . and that includes astrology. To the desperately bowdlerizing scientists in the astrological community, I can only point out a truth about that hardest of sciences, physics. The further into esoteric physics that physicists go, the “spookier” their theories become. Everything comes around in the end.

      Some astrologers, seeking something a little more spiritual, gravitate toward the Vedic astrology practices of India. In studying traditional Indian astrology, they run smack up against the practice of astrological “remedies,” which is an ordinary and expected part of the Indian astrologer’s daily repertoire. The practice goes like this: The astrologer looks at your chart, checks it against the current planetary positions in the sky, and figures out if any of those moving planets are contacting yours in a way that messes with them and makes your life miserable (or, conversely, make things more fortunate). For the nonastrologers in the audience, we call these “transits” and speak of a transit of heavenly Planet X “afflicting” your natal Planet Y if it’s bad.

      So far, so good; this is exactly what a Western astrologer is likely to do. The difference is that the Vedic astrologer then consults a chart of “remedies,” which are actions you can take to “propitiate” the injurious transiting planetary energy and lessen its effect on you. These can be as varied as wearing a particular gemstone or giving hay to a sacred cow. Sound like magic to you? It did to me, when I read about it, and I wasn’t surprised to find that most Western astrologers dismiss the Vedic remedies as bunk. Frankly, I suspect that they work as well as any spell, and probably better than most, given the long history of their use. The one problem I have with them is that they are culturally specific; we don’t have a lot of sacred cows wandering around, nor can we donate a cow to the local temple of Shiva, usually. That’s why I’ve worked out a modern Western version of the astrological remedies that any of us can use without trouble. More on that later.

      In the meantime, while India had a large number of lay astrologers giving out religious rather than magical advice, in medieval Europe astrology was used extensively on the magical side of things . . . but only for certain kinds of magic. Throughout the European medieval period, being an astrologer meant that you were a literate, educated individual with access to a great number of unusual books and other reading materials. This almost guaranteed that you were not a member of the lower classes, which were the huge unwashed bulk of European humanity at that time. If you were upper class and educated, and you had access to astrological materials, chances were that you also had access to magical textbooks such as grimoires. Greek and Roman and Arabic writing, Qabala, Christian demonology, and other trappings that became associated with the amalgam we now refer to as “ceremonial magic.” Such magicians used astrological charts and symbols to add power and “kick” to many of their spells, be it timing the magic by the planets or invoking their energies to a particular purpose.

      In the meantime, some of the common folk were practicing magic, too. They were mostly illiterate, so they couldn’t read books on strange Greek and Roman names for stars or constellations, or stories of the Greek and Roman gods and goddesses for whom they were named. They couldn’t do much math, so they couldn’t read ephemeris charts, and anyway, books were only for the rich. Their magic was based on keen observation of nature—plants, animals, trees, stones, and humanity. They were not unaware of the heavenly bodies above them; they figured out that the Sun meant life and joy, and the Moon meant mystery and the feminine cycles. They might not know Venus’s name, but they knew that one could wish for love on the morning and evening star. They might not know when the Moon was void of course, but they knew that aboveground herbs were best harvested on the Full Moon, and root crops on the New Moon.

      When the modern witchcraft revival started in the 1960s, most of its first public practitioners had experimented with ceremonial magic—some, like Gerald Gardner, had been long-term members of groups such as the Ordo Templi Orientalis—and they borrowed heavily from those traditions. However, as the various Pagan sects progressed and modern Paganism got more and more embroiled with movements such as environmentalism and feminism, the magical practice started to turn back to the old hedge-witch-inspired spells and traditions. The green magic of old—peasant magic, kitchen magic, the work of granny witches and cunning men—didn’t use a lot of astrology because of the previously mentioned class issues. Many of the modern folk who looked into astrology noticed that it seemed to be mostly used by ceremonial magicians and decided that it must not be “natural” enough to be of any use in folk witchery. The fact that astrology does look complicated, with lots of numbers and charts and complex combined symbols, often puts off people who are looking for a simpler, more “instinctive” system of magical practice.

      So the lines got drawn . . . and a chasm grew between astrology and the magical practice of both modern witches and Pagans. But there are many commonalities that bridge that chasm, if anyone bothers to notice. The first obvious point is that of the four elements—earth, air, fire, and water. They are not only the basis of the natural world and of folk magic—most folk magic can be sorted by element, if you try—they are also the basis of astrology. Everything in this divinatory practice lives and dies by the four elements. In both astrology and modern witchcraft, the elements also symbolize—and are bound up with—the same qualities. Air is the mind, intellect and words; fire is will and passion and action; water is the emotions of the heart; earth is the physical body and everything used to maintain its life and comfort. This sacred quadrangle is reflected over and over in Western occult practice of any kind, from the suits of the Tarot to the Guardians of the Four Quarters of the Earth.

      Modern witches do sometimes grudgingly use astrology in gardening, especially gardening by the Moon. Traditionally, plants are better off when planted on Waxing Moons and harvested during Waning Moons; the astrological sign of the Moon will also affect growth, so certain plants should be sown or transplanted during certain Moon signs. However, even some die-hard green-thumb witches are put off by the complicated dance of sign and phase, and most almanacs, while useful, don’t allow for the varied planting dates in a large area with many climatic zones. One of the things that I felt would be most useful to gardeners who are intimidated by astrological gardening is a simple, straightforward chart that could be adjusted to their particular area.

      Astrology is most frequently used magically to find out when rather than why—meaning that it is used to figure out when the best time for a ritual or working might be. While doing a spell at a nonpropitious time doesn’t mean that it won’t possibly work, the addition of astrologically appropriate energy gives it some extra grease, so to speak. Sometimes that extra bit of juju makes the difference in a spell with a lot of probability stacked against it. Using propitious times can also make a difference for rituals, because the very atmosphere will be saturated with a particular energy that can be tapped for the efficacy of the ceremony.

      One classic method of scheduling rituals is the practice of choosing an astrologically auspicious time for a wedding, checking Venus and its aspects and rulerships, as well as comparing the potential happy day with the charts of the bride and bridegroom. I wrote about this practice in my book Handfasting and Wedding Rituals, but at the same time I was using astrology to schedule the right day—or the right time of day—for all sorts of regular rituals as well.

      Rituals can also be created to celebrate the astrological currents themselves and to give the participants a better idea of what kind of cosmic flux is swirling about them. For example, a fellow astrologer and I created a ritual called “Changing the Dream, Dreaming the Change.” We first conceived of it when Neptune, the planet of dreams, went into Aquarius, the sign of change. While transits do color everything with their energy, we as human beings do have free will as to how we respond to those energies, thus tilting the future in a way that we would prefer. We chose to design a ritual that would harness the energies of these two forces in combination, and thus use the power of the cosmic currents to carry our will.

      We first did the ritual years ago, when slow-moving Neptune entered Aquarius. Now, as Uranus (the ruler of Aquarius and the planet of radical change) has passed into Pisces (the dreamy, mysterious sign ruled by Neptune), the two are in mutual reception. That’s an astrologer’s way of saying that two planets are in each other’s signs, which usually means that they are working together in some way. This is a doubling of the Uranus-Neptune energies. Recently, we performed a larger and more elaborate version of the ritual during the summer of 2009 at a major Pagan gathering, as the two planets are currently in a semisextile (mildly positive) aspect to each other, as well as in mutual reception. We think that this will give us the best possible energy for creating change in the world through creating new images, visions, archetypes, and dreams.

      Here’s another important application for astrology: it provides a complex and highly useful symbol system for creating spells that are more complicated than just “love” or “money.” If “bring me love” isn’t enough (especially if you’ve tried it before and only managed to get attractive but unsuitable dates), and what you really want is “bring me intense, deep, radically honest love that will see and honor my darkest parts,” then perhaps using the symbolism of Venus in Scorpio—including its associated stones, plants, and color—will give more magical specificity to your spell. If what you really want is “bring me casual, friendly love that will be straight with me, and be a good traveling companion,” then you might want to look at the attributes of Venus in Sagittarius. Sure, you could just stick in various objects that symbolized those things to you, and it’d work . . . but using the astrological associations lends the strength and power of the actual cosmic clock to your spell.

      By learning the language of astrology and applying it to magical work, you give yourself a much wider and variegated vocabulary to work with. You also give yourself the chance to learn about the universal currents of life and what they are doing to you on a daily basis. As astrologers have found, it can give you a jump on life.

      Astrologers themselves have a lot to learn from magical practice, because it involves taking direct action in places where most astrologers are only watching passively. A friend of mine with a science background, upon learning astrology, commented that it was really “applied astronomy,” so to speak—doing more than just observing the planets, actually working with the patterns that their motion betrays to us. Doing astrological magic takes the application process one step further. These energies are here already; we know what they look like and a good deal about their effects, although there’s always more to learn. We might as well use them to the fullest, even if it may seem to cost astrology what pathetic scraps of scientific reputation it already has. After all, I’ve always believed that it is bad science to disbelieve in magic. No matter what anyone does, we will not be able to sever astrology-as-divination from the spiritual—and magical—arts, because it is and always has been one of them.

      
        
          Above you are the stars,
        

        
          Below you are the stones.
        

        
          As you go through life, remember:
        

        
          Like a star should your love be constant,
        

        
          Like a stone should your love be strong.
        

        —TRADITIONAL NEO-PAGAN 
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      1

      Deciphering a Chart

      
        For Beginners
      

      This chapter is for people who don’t know much about astrology, so if you already know how to read the basics of a chart and apply transits to it, skip ahead to the next chapter.

      Astrological charts can be pretty intimidating. They resemble nothing so much as an overdecorated Spirograph, surrounded with arcane symbols and complex numbers. At first glance, most people are taken aback and worry that they will never be able to make sense of them. And it is true that they contain a great deal of information crunched into a single symbol set, on a single page.

      This chapter is not going to tell you how to interpret your chart for your own personality, which is what one normally associates with charts. There are plenty of other books on the market for that. (See Recommended Reading.) Instead, this chapter explains how to use your own chart, or that of a particular day, for magical purposes.

      Another thing that I’m not going to teach you here is how to cast a chart yourself, using an ephemeris. That’s also material for a different book, and anyway there are plenty of ways to get a chart done. You can use a computer program—several are out there, Solar Fire being the best of all in my judgment—and you can get free charts online from astro .com and a number of other websites, if you can get onto the Internet for a few minutes. If you don’t intend to become a serious astrologer, but only want to know enough to use it magically, don’t bother to learn the art of chart erection. We’ll assume that you are sitting here with “Spirograph” in hand, looking quizzically at the weird lines and glyphs.
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      Figure 1. A typical computer-generated astrological chart.

      
        WHAT’S GOING ON HERE? MAKING SENSE OF ASTROLOGICAL SYMBOLS

        The first thing that I’ve found it useful to do, especially if you are getting a badly printed black-and-white chart from some computer program or website, is to sit down and redraw the whole thing with colored pens, pencils, or markers. Make it large. Draw the circle and divide it into twelve pie slices, making sure to include one horizontal line and one vertical line. It should look like this:
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        Figure 2. A simple hand-drawn chart.

        Around the outside of your computer chart, you’ll see a ring of numbers and glyphs. Twelve of these number-and-glyph combinations will coincide with the twelve pie-slice lines. Those lines are the separations between the astrological houses, which are basically twelve arenas of life. These twelve lines rotate like a wheel, changing degrees every few minutes in the sky, and they are superimposed on a pie of twelve zodiac signs, each of which is 30 degrees wide. The number-and-glyph combos tell you where, in the 360-degree circle of the sky, the houses fall onto the signs.

        However, put those aside for the moment. The next ring is more important. Here you’ll find glyphs of the planets as they appeared at the moment for which the chart was cast. You’ll see them in groups that contain a planetary glyph, a sign glyph, and two numbers. One is the degree of the sign that the planet falls into, and the other is the minutes, which are a subdivision of the degrees—60 minutes for each degree. Ignore the numbers for the moment and concentrate on the glyphs.

        In each combination, one of the glyphs symbolizes the planet, and the other glyph symbolizes the sign that it happens to be immersed in. For example, in my birth chart, 106(23 indicates that the Sun (that’s the first glyph, the planet in question) had gotten 6 degrees into Sagittarius (that’s the second glyph, the sign), and then gone 23 minutes toward the 7th degree when I was born. Most computer charts put the information in this order: Planetary glyph, numbered degree, sign glyph, numbered minutes. (For a list of planet and sign glyphs, see chapter 3.)
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        Figure 3. Planetary glyphs, house cusps, and sign cusps.

        The sign colors the planet’s energy temporarily, for a long or short time depending on the planet. (Inner planets move quickly in relation to the Earth, have short orbits, and don’t spend a long time in each sign. Outer planets move slowly and may spend decades in each sign.) When you were born, the positions of the planets crystallized something in your nature. The planets themselves kept going, passing into other signs, going in their endless circles, but inside of you there will always be the reflection of that moment of birth. The Sun that was at 6 degrees of Sagittarius at the moment I first drew breath became part of me. Every time the real Sun passes a point in the sky that forms a special angle with my Sagittarius Sun, it affects me in some way. It’s as if the planets are plowing over the points where your natal planets “froze” and temporarily “splashing” them with their energies. They also “splash” them with their energies when they form certain specific and exact angles with them. These are called transits, and they are how predictive astrologers figure out the coming trends of your life.

        I’m going to give you a couple of examples of what this looks like, but first I have to explain that we don’t have the time and space to go into detailed descriptions of each planet and sign and how they interact. For that, you need an entire book on basic astrology, not just a mere chapter. For poetic and magical imagery of the energies of each of the planets, you can check chapter 15, I’ll give examples here of what these interactions look like, but be advised that the natures of the planets and signs are much more complex than the information I have presented here.

        First, let’s say that the Moon was in Aquarius when you were born. That means that your “lunar” functions (emotions and nurturing, among others) run in a very Aquarius way (intellectual and nonconformist). Meanwhile, one day Mars, the planet of aggression, makes its way along its path and hits a point in a perfect 90-degree angle to your Moon—one of those special “affecting” points that I mentioned. (We call that a square, as in “Mars is squaring your Moon.”) This point happens to be in Scorpio. Suddenly, your Aquarius Moon is flooded with both “alien” Mars energy and “alien” Scorpio energy. Circumstances appear in your life that would feel much more familiar to someone who had the Moon in Scorpio, or perhaps Mars squaring the Moon in their ordinary natal charts. You, however, don’t. Out of nowhere, “Mars-type” things and “Scorpio-type” things begin to happen to you . . . but only in the areas of your life associated with the Moon.

        As another example, let’s say that instead of forming a 90-degree angle, Mars instead forms a 120-degree angle, which is called a trine. These angles are much more comfy than squares, because the energy of a trine is made up of two planets in the same element, and they get along much better. Let’s say that Mars is trining your Moon in the sign of Libra. This time, your Moon and the sky’s Mars are in partnership; they form a temporary team that does something good for your life. Because they are in the same element—this time, air—they speak similar languages. They’re still somewhat alien to each other, because Mars and the Moon are quite different planetary energies, but they manage to work together harmoniously.

        For a third example, let’s say that the sky’s Pluto skulks up and sits directly on top of your Moon. That’s a conjunction, two planets sharing the same space. It’s rather like locking them in an elevator together for a while. They’re in the same sign, so they definitely speak the same language. Do they get along? That depends on the planets in question. Pluto is pretty darn alien to the Moon in a lot of ways, so they may clash, or they may not.
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        Figure 4. Aspects between planets in
same chart, computer version.
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        Figure 5. Aspects between natal and
transiting planets in a hand-drawn
chart. Notice how planets are drawn
differently between the two charts,
and interchart aspect lines are drawn
thicker than intrachart lines.

      

      
        ASPECTS
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            Relationship and Conversation
          
        

        Astrologers tend to refer to the difficult angles—squares, which we mentioned above, and oppositions, which place the two planets directly opposing each other—as “challenging” aspects. In the old days, they called them “afflicting” aspects, and I still call them that, because when they’re on top of you, it feels pretty much like an affliction. (Yes, I know that we’re all supposed to look for silver linings in the storm clouds and learning experiences in disasters, but sometimes being able to call it the wretched problem that it is can help you survive it with your sense of humor intact.) I have long been referring to the easier aspects, such as the already mentioned trine and the sextile (which is 60 degrees away and basically half a trine, a sort of mini-trine), as “enhancing.” A conjunction can go either way, depending partly on the planets involved and partly on how well you choose to handle the transit.

        I like to think of aspects as relationships and conversations. Are they difficult relationships, where the conversations are mostly arguing (like a square), or are they lovey-dovey with lots of “Let’s do this!” “Oh, yes, let’s!” (like a trine), or are they rather love-hate, with people who are so alike that their few differences grate on each other even more (like a conjunction)? I’m certain that you’ve experienced all three types of relationship in your life. Imagine that your planets have many of these various relationships with each other and also with the transiting planets that drop in and camp on their couches for a while. Sometimes they may love the houseguest, sometimes they may spend every moment wishing that they’d leave. All those lines in the middle of a chart just show who’s talking to whom, and whether that conversation is happy or argumentative.

        Conjunctions—planets on top of each other—are easy to see in a chart, even when you’re looking for transits. Transiting planets that are trining, squaring, or otherwise at angles to each other are more difficult and take more perusing to get used to. There are many, many sorts of aspects, but most are minor, and there’s not enough space to talk about them here. Here’s a basic list of major aspects, skinned down to their most general use:

        
          	
Conjunction (on top of each other, same sign and thus the same element): Good or bad, depending on the planets involved and what you choose to do about it. When looking for suggestions in the tables in this book, use either or both the “afflicting” and “enhancing” directions.

          	
Trine (four signs apart, same element, 120-degree angle): Really friendly, like family. The planets are having a love affair, and it’s a great time to propitiate either or both energies. You may also want to connect with the energies of those signs, those planets, or signs that those planets rule, in order to “borrow” energy you’d like but don’t have.

          	
Sextile (two signs apart, harmonious elements, 60-degree angle): Still quite friendly, sort of like a mini-trine—actually, it’s half a trine. Use it like a trine, but expect weaker effects.

          	
Opposition (six signs apart, harmonious elements, inharmonious signs, 180-degree angle): Difficult for a transit, as this energy forces you to confront an opposing viewpoint about familiar things, sort of like a cosmic devil’s advocate. Such a transit can be very good for you, or drive you nuts, or both. Magically, propitiate the sign/planet that is transiting you, and ask it to teach you what you need to learn in order to more skillfully ride out the transit.

          	
Square (three signs apart, inharmonious elements, inharmonious signs, 90-degree angle): The most difficult of the major aspects. Square energy forces you to confront an entirely alien view of how things are. Although such mind-stretching exercises are good for us, they are never comfortable and are often painful, and most of us, being lazy, would rather skip the pain and the improvement as well. That’s why squares have their bad reputation. Magically, propitiate the sign/planet that is afflicting you, and ask it to teach you what you need to learn. Sometimes it helps to talk to people who have that sign/planet combination in their charts or who have those planets squaring each other natally. Remember that doing something nice for them counts as propitiation and can be a promise to the Universe that you really value that alien energy and want to do your best to understand it, even if the lesson is hard.

        

        You can actually do magic to bring the alien energy of the contacting planet in a square or opposition into your being, and experience it, but this is only for the brave. It’s rather like going to cramming school; it can get you through the transit quicker, but it will be a much more intense and up-close study of something that you may feel uncomfortable enough with already.

        When the sky’s planets zap yours, it’s a one-way effect. They get you, but you don’t affect them. (Two human beings can and do zap each other with their own planets, but that’s called synastry, and we don’t get into that until chapter 6.) This means that the planetary energy to look at is always the sky’s, not your own. In other words, if you have Mars in Taurus in the seventh house, and it’s being squared by Venus in Aquarius, which happens to be sitting in your fourth house, the keywords to look for are Venus, Aquarius, and fourth house, not the signifiers of your own afflicted planet. You already know all about being a seventh house Taurus Mars, because you’ve lived with that all your life.

        With a conjunction, the sign energy will be familiar, but perhaps not the planet, so you concentrate on the “alien” planet. If it’s a matter of the same planet coming around again to the point at which you were born, well, that’s called a return (as in Mars Return or Uranus Return). A return is a call to Look at Your Own Issues; it’s dealing with the problems you’ve carried around forever, not slapping you with new challenges. Some, like Venus and Jupiter returns, are generally times for rejoicing. Some, like the dreaded Saturn Return—which asks you, “Are you really grown up now?”—rubs your face in things about yourself that you’d rather not look at.

        When it comes to computer charts, some programs use different colored lines for the different sorts of aspects. Some use lines that are dotted or somehow spaced differently. (There ought to be a key somewhere in the program that will tell you what’s what, if it’s a good program.) Some will use straight lines with the glyph of the aspect stuck in the middle, which makes for a more cluttered chart, but one that is the easiest to figure out. When I draw charts myself, I make the lines for squares red, trines blue, sextiles green, and oppositions purple. I save the other colors for minor aspects (such as quincunxes and semisextiles, which we won’t go into here) and don’t bother with dotted lines and such. For conjunctions, I might draw a curved line that connects them.

        The next thing that you’ll want to look at is the houses. That’s those twelve pie wedges that your chart is laying on top of. The houses carry the energies of twelve basic areas of life, and they are constantly turning in the sky, minute to minute. They really only come into play when you have a “snapshot” of the sky—say a birth chart or a chart of any given moment that you call up on a program. Your natal houses, like your natal planets, are “frozen” in time. The sky’s planets drift through them, and as they go into each house, they affect you in that area of your life. For example, when Saturn passes through any given house, since its energy is slowing, retarding, blocking, and disciplining, things may get more difficult for you in that area. Passing through the ninth house, which is the house of travel, Saturn might give you multiple ongoing car repair problems; passing through the seventh house, which is the house of partnerships, it might encourage a breakup, herald a time of celibacy, or make you suddenly want to get serious and marry your sweetheart. Jupiter passing through a certain house might bring good fortune in that specific area of life, while Uranus might spread general chaos and randomness. (Check chapter 3 for more information on the houses.)

      

      
        BUT NOW WHAT? COPING WITH YOUR TRANSITS

        But what can you do about a transit, magically? You can’t stop the planets from moving. You can’t stop them from affecting you. What you can do is to connect your own self, and thus your contacted natal planet, with the energy of the transiting planet. If you do this willingly, if you throw yourself into it with the resolve to learn everything you can about this planetary and sign energy—including how to appreciate it—things will go a lot better for you.

        This is, in a very real sense, a form of propitiation . . . because some of the ways of making peace with this “alien” energy are the sorts of things that one would do to propitiate the favor of a god or goddess. In fact, it really works best if you try to think of the planets as divine archetypal energies and treat them that way. This could include creating an amulet with the symbol of your natal planet on one side and of the contacting planet on the other, or perhaps the two entwined. It could include making an altar to the transiting planet, and meditating before it, to better understand its energy and thus better navigate the transit. It could include carrying items that the planet has an affinity with or doing certain actions that it would approve of.

        You can also contact the energy of a planet in a particular sign when that planet is not actually currently in that sign (although it’s always easier when it is) or when it is not contacting anything in your chart. Why bother to do such a thing? Well, sometimes we run into problems that stem from our being unskilled at accessing certain energies, and we need to ask them to come into our lives. For example, if you have Mercury in Pisces and you are constantly plagued with a vague memory that tends to lose details, invoking the powers of organized, precise Mercury in Virgo into your life and inviting it to teach you more about those things (even if that’s a hard lesson) can be useful.

        Your first task is to go through your chart and list the planets and their signs and houses, and check them out in chapter 3, Planetary Gifts. This will give you a better idea of your own potential magical talents and how to use them. It will also give you an idea of the gifts that don’t come naturally to you and the energies and symbols you need to use to bring them into your life.

        We humans are often irrational beings, and we are often ambivalent about talents and affinities that we don’t have. We may devalue them, either because we don’t understand their worth or because we want to feel better about the fact that we’re bad at those things. We may long for them, but find ourselves struggling whenever we attempt to develop them. We may get reasonably good at them after a long period of work, only to find that it stifles us and feels alien to our natures to practice them, causing us to resent them even if—perhaps especially if—they are important to our survival.

        It’s impossible to be good at everything, and no matter who you are or how multitalented, there will always be some trait beyond your reach, and I am not suggesting that magic can make you different from who you are. If you have a Pisces Moon, you will never not have a Pisces Moon. When dealing with lunar issues—home and family, for example—you will always react in a watery Piscean way, if only quietly. You will never react on a deep level as if you had a detached Aquarius Moon . . . but if you are in a situation where being detached is the only way to protect yourself, you can learn to act as if you had one, and magic is useful for such things. Astrological energies can be like a tool, or a disguise . . . they aren’t you personally, and you wouldn’t want to be dependent on them all the time, but they can get you by in emergencies.

        So how does one do it? Let’s say, for example, that you have your Jupiter in any sign except for Leo. Having a Leo Jupiter means having natural access to that quality that both Hollywood and medieval folk storytellers referred to as glamour. Hollywood uses the term to talk about stars, and old storytellers used it to talk about deceptive faeries, but the two uses are kin at bottom. Let’s say that you have no glamour, and you wish that just once you could summon up that gift, perhaps for a big date. If Jupiter happens to be in Leo, you’re good—just make an altar and an offering. However, given that this configuration only happens every twelve years, if it’s not going on at the moment, you may not want to wait so long for that date.

        One option is to check for when Jupiter is making a positive aspect to the Sun, such as a trine or sextile. (Why the Sun? Because the Sun “rules” Leo, meaning that it gives it its energy. The rulers of each sign are listed in chapter 3.) To figure this out, check your astrology program; look at the ephemeris and at charts for periods over the next few years. See if you can figure out, visually and by the numbers, when Jupiter and the Sun are a third of the chart away from each other, four signs apart, with the degree numbers less than 3 degrees apart. That’s a trine. A sextile is two signs apart, again with the 3-degree allowance, which astrologers call an orb.

        If that’s still too long to wait, try a more local tack. Find someone with Jupiter in Leo in their chart and do something nice for them. This is like making an offering to that planetary energy via one of their walking, talking avatars. Give them a gift that shows how much you appreciate that energy in them. Do it while consciously asking the Universe to gift you with some of that same glitter and glamour. By giving them a gift of some kind, not only do you earn good karma and propitiate that planet through them, you also show the Universe that you really do value that gift, even if it’s not naturally yours.

        More likely, though, you will not be going out and looking for planetary energy so much as dealing with what the Universe is constantly throwing at you. When it comes to dealing with transits of the sky planets knocking into and zapping your natal planets, the first line of defense is knowing what’s going on. This means that you have to get reasonably good at figuring out when a specific transit is happening and remembering to check on them regularly.

        There are a few different ways to check on transits to your chart. The first is, simply, to either consult an ephemeris chart or create pie charts for random days in the present and future and compare them with your chart. This method can also be used for specific occasions—if, for example, you want to know the best time to schedule a wedding, or a funeral, or a party, or an initiatory ritual, or the conception of a child, or a particular magical working. If you are trying to do propitious scheduling, you don’t compare the day’s chart with your own chart, you go through it looking at the planets, signs, houses, and aspects to see if they resonate with the purpose of your event. For example, for a wedding, Venus should be prominent and not too riddled with squares and oppositions. For a cathartic ritual, look at the placement of Pluto. For any magical working that will require you to utilize strong feelings about your need, look at the Moon’s sign and house.

        Some computer programs will do chart comparisons; some won’t. To find out what’s going to happen in your own life, you take a future chart and compare it with your own chart. If transiting planets are about to run over your own planets, look them up in chapter 15, and figure out their nature and how to honor them. If they are really giving you a hard time, check chapter 16 for ideas on how to properly propitiate them with actions. Conjunctions are the worst offenders for strongly affecting you, but if you can learn to calculate squares and trines and oppositions as well, you’ll do even better.

        Other astrology programs will simply calculate all the transits to your chart for a set period of time and give you a list. Go through it and check them out. Remember that inner planets move fast, and their transits are quick. Outer planets move slowly, and their transits can last months, so you might want to concentrate on them. It’s unlikely that you’ll have the time to magically use, or even honor, every transit anyway. You’d be doing nothing else.

      

      
        FIGURING OUT THOSE TRANSIT THINGIES

        An easy way to see clearly which transits are affecting your life is to make a chart of tomorrow’s date (don’t do today, because it may take you all day to put the darn thing together) on a clear plastic page protector and superimpose it onto your own chart. This is especially good for people who are visual in nature and really need to see what’s where in relation to their planets. Turn the clear plastic until the signs and degrees line up with your own chart. The first things that will stand out are the transiting planets that are on top of, or about to go over, your natal planets. Check the numbers of the degrees to see how close they are. Remember that although some astrologers allow as much as 10 degrees between aspects in a natal chart, they generally agree that transits get a smaller window. Most concur that you really start to feel a transiting planet when it’s about 3 degrees away from the natal planet it’s contacting, that its influence is strongest when the aspect is exact, and that it goes on for about 3 degrees farther. That means that if Saturn is at 25 degrees of Pisces, and Mars is directly across from it in Virgo, in order to be really connected and zapping away in an opposition, it would have to be between 22 and 28 degrees. That’s 7 degrees where you’ll feel it . . . but many astrology programs only give you the date of the middle where they match exactly, and they don’t tell you about the lead-up and trail-off. For outer planets, that period of time might be months or even years.

        If a transiting planet is coming up on one of your natal planets, and you have access to a program or website that does charts, order a bunch of charts for dates further into the future to find out when the transit will be exactly on your planet and when it will fade away entirely. Ideally, you should be able to look at charts that are cast for many points over a period of time and see how a given planet meanders its way around the sky. Make a list of the dates when a transiting planet is within the 3-degree orb of messing with you, so you’ll be warned. Another way to do this is to buy an ephemeris book, which will have charts that show where any planet is likely to be. Using an ephemeris, you can track a planet by the degree numbers and figure out when it pops into any of your houses or when it goes over your planets. Some astrology programs come with good ephemerises; some don’t.

        So that’s the basics. The rest of this book is all about the specific magic that you can do for and with the various combinations of planets in signs and houses. But really, you should start by getting used to charts—looking at them, figuring out what is moving where. It’s a lot less complicated than it sounds, once you start doing it. And if you get too confused, you can always consult an actual astrologer to tell you what transits are coming up for you. Ask them to write down the actual planets, signs, houses, and aspects in a list, and then you can check through this book for useful things to do with them. And hopefully, by the time you’ve done a few, you’ll be on your way to becoming an amateur astrologer yourself.
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      2

      Using Your Chart

      
        For Astrologers
      

      I’ll assume, if you’ve skipped to this section, that you already know the basics of chart erection and interpretation, that if I talk about a planet in a particular sign or house or aspect you’ll have a basic idea of what I’m talking about, and that you can compare charts and figure out transits with reasonable facility. I’m also going to assume, for the sake of those who fit this description, that you know very little about magic and may, indeed, have your doubts that it can work. Astrology is a science, or so many astrologers would like to pretend (and perhaps prove), and this witchcraft stuff is fuzzy, unclear, and tainted with centuries of murky and bizarre occult trappings and secrecy. Isn’t conflating the two just a way to drag astrology down again into that disreputable muck?

      I’m not even going to try to convince you, because I can’t. What will convince you, or not, is trying the magical techniques in this book and seeing whether they work for you. I will let them and their efficacy stand alone, and you can take that challenge or not, as you will. However, do keep in mind that although the current trend is to make astrology entirely into a left-brain activity, there is still a good deal of right-brain work in it. Interpretation is still terribly right-brained, whether we admit to it or not. “But,” you say, “it’s right-brain intuition working within a set framework of symbols!” You’re correct, and I submit that this is what magic is as well. The symbol set of Western Neo-Pagan magic is far more concrete than you might realize; for example, as I mentioned in the introduction, the four elements are wonderfully concrete and yet amazingly intuitive symbols for four ways of being in the world, whether you are a physical object (solid, liquid, gas, energy) or a soul quality (practical, emotional, intellectual, spirited), or both.

      As I discuss in chapter 16, astrologers around the world have combined the study of the stars’ synchronicity with that of magic. One of the few forms of Vedic propitiation that has started to catch on is the use of Jyotish stones (expensive gems worn to avert negative astrological influences) partly because crystals are all the rage right now and partly because it’s easier for some lazy first-world Westerners to buy a piece of pretty jewelry than to do inconvenient community service work. I did include, in chapter 15, a stone for every planet in every sign that can be carried as a talisman to work with that combination, either as propitiation or as a way to bring it into your life. With the exception of the black stones relevant to Saturn, I have not gone into detail about every rock in the list; that would take a whole ’nother book! I have also, after much thought, not listed the traditional Jyotish stone associations. Since this is a book geared toward Western practitioners, I have instead decided to work with the Western meanings for the various stones.

      But let’s go on to what you can actually do, magically, with a chart. If you study ceremonial magic texts, you’ll find that most of what they do is to time magical activities for propitious times. This is the most basic form of astrological magic. As the wise-woman character Aughra says as she contemplates her orrery in the movie The Dark Crystal, “This is how to know when, that’s what!” Any spell, even if it has no astrological components, can be given a better push by checking the timing. You can do this the same way that you can schedule any other event. For those who are new to this technique, I’d work it this way: Figure out what house this problem would fall under. Figure out what planet’s energy would best serve the situation (Venus for love, the Moon for family issues, etc.). Use your ephemeris to find out (in order of desirability):

      
        	When the target planet will be transiting that house. If this will take seventy years, keep going down the list. 
	

        	When that planet’s ruler will be transiting that house and in aspect to the target planet, if only as a quincunx or semisextile. If possible, avoid square angles, although that’s better than nothing. 
	

        	When the target planet will be in positive aspect to the ruler of the sign on that house cusp. 
	

        	When the target planet will be trining the first cusp of that house.

        	When the target planet will be trining any planet in that house.

        	When any planet will be transiting that house and in major positive aspect to the target planet. 
	

      

      So far, so good. The next thing, and the more controversial, is using astrological energies to aid your life, even when they aren’t touching you at the moment. It’s a way of working with those energies instead of simply charting them, ducking, and hoping for the best. Astrological energies are well mapped, complex, and there for the using. It harms no one to do work to draw them to you. The spell technique works like this:

      1. Start with the house that best contains the area affected by your spell. For instance, a spell for romance is fifth house, a “get-me-a-McJob-to-paymy-bills” would be sixth house, a career-promotion spell would be tenth house, and a spell to keep a child safe would be fourth house. (For other suggestions, see chapter 3.) Look at what transits are going on in that house currently for you.

      2. If the answer is “not much,” then think of what you’d like to be going on. Let’s say that you want to get a well-deserved raise and promotion at the company you’ve worked for these last ten years. Right now nothing worth speaking of is transiting your tenth house of career ambition, which is mostly in the sign of Cancer. What would be the ideal planet to be transiting there? Jupiter? Mars? While the ideal would be to wait until these planets actually made it into your tenth house and then do magic to make the most of that energy, the whole point of doing magic now is that things aren’t going easily and they need a boost. So you’ll do things to pull a shadow of that energy into the appropriate house.

      Check for other transits to see if there’s actually something that can be worked with. Are either Jupiter or Mars going to be trining or sextiling the cusp of your tenth house anytime soon? Is the Moon (Cancer’s ruler) going to be making a strong positive aspect to either of them in the near future? If so, schedule a spell or ritual for that date. If none of these things works, then just go it alone.

      First, you can go to chapter 8 and do the Jupiter in Cancer spell to bring that energy into your life. If you combine it with symbols of your tenth house, so much the better. This will bring in the energy that would be happening in your life if Jupiter were actually up there in your tenth. It’s a temporary thing, not as long or strong as actually having a transit, but it can be just enough to trigger something positive. Second, you can go to chapter 15 and set up an altar with an offering to invoke that energy further into your life. For the above situation, I’d make a combination Jupiter-Mars in Cancer altar to pull the energy of such a profitable conjunction into your empty house. Third, you can carry an amulet with the colors and symbols of that combination. Fourth, you can consult chapter 16 and make an offering of your time, money, or effort, which shows to the Universe how much you value these energies and what they themselves find valuable. (For looking this up in chapter 16, I’d use either Mars transiting Jupiter or Jupiter transiting Mars, in Cancer and in the tenth house, for an enhancing aspect.)

      3. If the problem isn’t that there’s nothing going on in a particular house, but that something is there and it’s no fun at all, that too can be dealt with. Let’s say that you’re trying to get pregnant, but so far it has eluded you. Your body checks out all right; the circumstances just aren’t working out. You look at your chart, and lo and behold transiting Saturn is parked in your fifth house of children, in Leo. While you can’t get rid of Saturn, and you can’t make him go any faster, you can do some things to help.

      First, you have to propitiate the planet that is in the way. Make a Saturn in Leo altar, leave an offering, and dwell hard on Saturn’s lesson for you here. When you meditate before it, divination may help you to understand this situation better; it may be a karmic issue that simply won’t budge no matter how much magic you pour onto it until you’ve absorbed what has to be learned. (For a divination method that is properly Capricornian/Saturnian, check chapter 11, Neptune Magic, and look under Capricorn.) Consulting a diviner, or doing the augury yourself, can show you whether it’s futile and what needs to be learned before Saturn will be satisfied. In the meantime, check chapter 16 for an astrological remedy. Since the Moon is in charge of children, use the remedy for Saturn transiting the Moon in afflicting aspect, in Leo and in the fifth house. If you do it with a respectful attitude, it will show the cosmic Saturn forces that you respect that work and that presence. After you do it, ask yourself what you learned from doing it, even if only a small and trivial lesson. If you learned nothing, do it again. Only when you’ve done the propitiation can you then do the positive energy importation.

      If you were to come up with a combination to soften Saturn’s edges there, it would probably be a combination of Jupiter and the Moon (abundance and children). Look to see when either of these are going to be conjuncting or trining transiting Saturn as he sits there grimly. (The Moon moves fast enough that you’ll have a shot at it once a month at least.) Schedule your spell or ritual for that day, if possible. Do the Moon in Leo and the Jupiter in Leo spells, as that is the energy that would be flooding your life if they were there. Set up altars and make offerings to these two planets. Make a talisman that combines Saturn, Jupiter, and the Moon in Leo, and carry it. Look in chapter 16 and find the offerings for the Moon and Jupiter transiting Saturn, enhancing aspect, in Leo in the fifth house. Do them happily and willingly. This adds to your conscious good karma and throws out a certain flavor of positive energy to the rest of the Universe. Since what you give out, you get back, it will hopefully return as a flood of Moon-Jupiter energy coming into your fifth house, and there’s little better for making babies. Even if the earlier divination says that there’s no moving Saturn until he’s done, it can be a good thing to do the positive energy-drawing work anyway. All transiting planets keep moving, and it means that as soon as he’s gone off to your next house, all that energy will pop up.

      4. Other ways to bring those planetary energies into your life include wearing the colors of the planets in question (if you’re combining planetary energies, look for a print cloth or garment with all those colors); eating the food associated with them; ingesting the herbs associated with them (or carrying them in a mojo bag if they are not safe for you to eat); planting a tree that is associated with them; or working with an animal spirit associated with them. You can combine any or all of these techniques.

      You can see how some of these instructions could seem strange to someone who knew nothing about the energies involved. You can imagine the reaction if I, as a shaman/astrologer, do a client’s transits and say to them, “Pluto is about to go over your Sun next year. The likelihood is good that your life will change drastically, whether you want it to or not. You can fight it and lose, or move with it and make it easier on yourself. First, we’ll do a reading with a different sort of divination; since this is a Pluto problem, we’ll put down slips of paper with poems and sayings written on them and use dowsing, a Scorpio method. In two weeks, Pluto will go over the house cusp into the house of your Sun, and at the same time the Moon will be within orb of a trine to both Pluto and your Sun. At this point, you should set up an altar with a cloth of dark orangey brown—oh, and by the way, try to find and wear that color as much as possible for the next year—and put animal skins and wild animal traps on it. Find something that you ought to have given up a long time ago, but you didn’t because it was too painful. Give it up now, and put it or a symbol of it on the altar as an offering. Then you want to sit in front of it and meditate on whatever comes out of the reading we’re about to do. If you see a toad, consider it a serious omen of change and transformation. Try talking to a toad spirit and see what advice it has to give you. Find some horsetail in the local health food store, and drink it in a tea. Find some bittersweet growing wild, and carry it in a bag on your person, but don’t eat it—it’s poisonous. Carry some malachite, or wear it in jewelry. Check nurseries for a staghorn sumac and plant one out somewhere, preferably in a place where wild animals are hunted or near the local deer-checking station during hunting season. Tell the truth more than usual, even if it’s harsh. Lies will be discovered sooner and look worse than usual. Oh, and above all else, you need to contact an organization that helps refugees from countries in turmoil, and give them some kind of aid toward getting the refugees proper housing. You should do more than just cut them a check; get involved somehow and really find out what’s needed, how these people are uprooted and alone in a strange place. You need to meditate on that in front of your altar, too.”

      After all this, some modern Westerners would simply decide that I was a nutball, give me the hairy eyeball, and leave, probably to call up whatever friend recommended me and give them an earful. On the other hand, maybe that friend will tell them that when it was their turn, they did the things that I suggested and they really helped, and not just because it was busywork to take their minds off the transit.

      As a reader, I tend to be straightforward and not very subtle. It’s not an approach that works for everyone (which is one reason I don’t do it professionally for my own pay), and I’m sure that the more diplomatic of the astrologers who read this (perhaps the ones with even one planet in Libra or Cancer, which I don’t have) will be able to suggest these things in a way that might actually convince the skeptical Yuppie across the table. Then again, if you’re talking to someone from a third-world country, they are much more likely to be very receptive to it. This is the sort of thing that they expect to get from a spiritual provider, and they don’t expect to be able to understand much of it. All they care about is that it works.

      In order to tell them with conviction that it works, you will need to try it yourself and get used to the idea that astrological energies can be used as the excellent and versatile tools that they are. Astrology is a complex tool kit, and if you turn the diagnostic tools around, you’ll discover that they have application bits at the other ends. It’s a different sort of helping than that of astrologers who are trying to model themselves on the Western therapist model, which comes out of Western medical practices. It’s more akin to the granny witch with her folk charms or the shaman who works with the spirits to invoke their aid. The two are very different archetypes and job descriptions, as I well know, having started out as a witch and ended up as a shaman . . . but they have in common the use of both divination and magic to aid those who call upon them.

      Three years ago, I wrote MythAstrology as part of a practice that I slowly began to see as shamanistic astrology. The first part of the practice had to do with presenting chart interpretation not as a series of random characteristics with which the querent might identify or not, but as a series of stories to tell them about what that energy looks like archetypally. Shamans don’t give cookbook-style lists of qualities to their clients, they tell stories. Clients remember a story a lot better; whether or not they identify with it immediately, it gets under their skin, stays with them, makes them say years later, “Oh! So that’s what that reader meant by that!” If they do identify with it, they can often get an object lesson out of it: “You mean if I do X, Y will happen? Well, actually, it already has. You mean that if I keep doing it, I can expect more of the same?”

      The stories in MythAstrology—and the stories in its two sequels, which are currently under construction—are the shamanistic tools for simple interpretation. However, transits needed a whole different approach, one not just of power-stories but of power-actions. This book is for shamanistic astrologers who want to help their clients not just to be ready to duck reality, but to shape it and dance with it. Although the cosmic currents are much bigger than we are, and we have no hope of changing their nature or their clock (and nor should we, as it was designed by forces that know a lot better than we do), it is not true that we cannot affect their effects. To work magic in a way that honors the energies of these cosmic forces is to see them as sacred, as worthy of a kind of deep respect that we would call worship if we didn’t know that too many people associate that word with negative things. No, on second thought, I’ll say it: they are worthy of worship, in the sense that they are of the ever-unfolding and yet never completely knowable Mysteries, and to come humbly before them is to admit that there are things in the Universe greater than myself, and that this is how it should be. Frankly, if being an astrologer doesn’t ever put you in awe of the grand cosmic system, you’ve missed the point and should go back to playing with Sun sign horoscopes. Use that awe. Harness it. Study it. It is the key to the door that opens on as much understanding as we mere mortals can handle.
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      Planetary Gifts

      
        Those Glyphs in Your Chart
      

      This is the part that I promised to the beginners in chapter 1—the section that would tell them what those strange glyphs on the outer ring of their chart mean. Since I’m including explanations of their magical usages so that you can use them for amulets if need be, experienced astrologers might also want to take a look at the list. For beginners, though, read the planets, read the signs, read the houses . . . put them together, like a sentence, or a paragraph. If you still don’t have a good understanding of the energy, that’s all right . . . go to chapter 15, build an altar to that energy, and meditate on it. Let it speak to you and it will tell you its story.

      
        THE PLANETARY GLYPHS

        1. The Sun. Really obvious. It’s a dot in a circle. Its metal is gold, and any amulets with this sigil should be of gold or brass. The Sun symbolizes identity, the core of your personality. It also symbolizes warmth and life itself. When your Sun is affected by a transit, it’s your core personality and way of seeing the world that is affected by the energy of the contacting planet. An amulet with the Sun glyph and its sign in your natal chart protects and reaffirms your identity and worldview. An amulet with the Sun glyph with a different sign helps you to learn and access other qualities of identity and worldview. 
	

        2. The Moon. Again, obvious; a crescent Moon. Its metal is silver. The Moon symbolizes your emotions, your inner child, your inner parent or source of nurturing, and your intuition. When your Moon is affected by a transit, the contacting planet affects your emotional judgment and your ability to feel. An amulet with the Moon glyph and your natal Moon sign glyph protects and reaffirms your inner self, your inner child, and your intuition. An amulet with the Moon glyph with a different sign helps you to learn and explore new ways of dealing with your emotions. 
	

        3. Mercury. The symbol here is a little guy with wings on his head, symbolizing the Greek god Hermes (Roman Mercury) with his winged hat. Its true metal is mercury, which is toxic, dangerous, and not recommended for an amulet, although you could theoretically attach a thermometer to a Mercury amulet. These days, aluminum is accepted as a decent substitute for quicksilver. Mercury symbolizes your mind and your speech. During transits, the contacting planet affects your ability to think and speak. An amulet with the Mercury glyph and your natal Mercury sign will reinforce and strengthen your current mental and verbal processes. An amulet with the Mercury glyph and a different sign helps you to learn and practice new ways of thinking and talking.

        4. Venus. This symbol is well known in our culture as the sign for “woman,” and it supposedly comes from the figure of a hand mirror. Its metal is copper. Venus is associated with your ability to love, your preferred form of romance, and what you consider aesthetically beautiful. A transit to your Venus, not surprisingly, affects your love life. If you are the artistic type, it may also have an effect on your creative work. An amulet with the Venus glyph and your natal Venus sign nourishes and reaffirms your current view and practice of love and romance, and helps you be a better lover. An amulet with the Venus glyph and a different sign helps you to learn different ways of loving and can also be used to attract someone with that style of handling love.

        5. Mars. This is the traditional “male” symbol, which supposedly comes from the warrior’s spear and shield. Its metal is iron. Mars is the planet of energy, of get-up-and-go, of doing and acting rather than feeling and reacting. When it is contacted by a transiting planet, your style of taking action, and your decision-making ability, are affected. An amulet with the Mars glyph and your natal Mars sign strengthens and reinforces your natural style of moving to act. An amulet with the Mars glyph and a different sign teaches you about different ways of taking action. 

        6. Jupiter. This glyph is the lightning bolt that strikes from above—not just of terror, but of inspiration. Its metal is tin. Jupiter is associated with knack, with talent, with that thing you do that comes so easy to you, and you can’t understand why others have such a hard time with it. Jupiter is the big gift-giver, the freebie, the place where you shine and skate by. When it is contacted by a transiting planet, your luck changes, for better or worse. An amulet with the Jupiter glyph is an all-around luck charm for the area of talent indicated by Jupiter’s placement in your chart. An amulet with the Jupiter glyph and a different sign can bring you luck in other areas of life. 
	

        7. Saturn. The glyph is the relentless scythe of Father Time. Its metal is lead, but if you find that too dangerous, the soft stuff referred to as “pot metal” will do, as will nickel. (Although amulets made from lead weights are very Saturnian.) Saturn is the planet of discipline, of limitation, of eat-your-vegetables. It is the single most disliked planet of all, but it is painfully necessary to our survival; we cannot all be grasshoppers all the time; sometimes we must be ants. When your natal Saturn undergoes a transit, it tends to shake loose old feelings and opinions and beliefs and wounds that have been buried, frozen, or otherwise put into stasis. Whether this will be a gentle shaking or a rough one will depend on the planet and the angle. An amulet with the Saturn glyph and the sign of your natal Saturn will help you work on your own personal limits and difficulties, and help you develop discipline in those areas . . . or it can reinforce your fears and emotional biases, depending on the spirit in which it is created. An amulet with the Saturn glyph and a different sign will teach you about other people’s pain and other paths of discipline.

        8. Uranus. The glyph is a stylized H, from William Herschel, the astronomer who discovered it. (Yes, I know, how unromantic.) Its true metal is uranium, which is of course impossible to put into an amulet, but like Mercury it has an affinity for aluminum. Uranus rules the way you see change and innovation, the way you look toward the future, and where you have trickster energy. An amulet with the Uranus glyph and the sign of your natal Uranus will nourish your innate ability to change to meet the future. An amulet with the Uranus glyph and a different sign will allow you to see different futures from perspectives you might not have thought of.
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