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				INTRODUCTION

				It was uncomfortably silent when Shawn Michaels warily toed the aisle for the first time in his career on October 16, 1984. In an undersize arena that’s possibly no longer standing in Texas today, a Lake Charles crowd devoid of reaction met Michaels, a sandy-haired youth with a pure and charming smile, as he crossed through the ring ropes.

				More than two decades later, an attending audience that was exponentially larger—plus a worldwide viewership watching from home—sat in respectful awe when HBK, a veritable ring marvel, was inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame on April 2, 2011.

				Richly inspired by his athleticism, showmanship and expressions of genuine heart, the WWE Universe embraced the Showstopper’s high honor as he was rightly exalted for performing like no one else in all of sports entertainment.

				In one night, his legendary laddertop leap, fulfilled boyhood dream and repeated masterful dances on the Grandest Stage of Them All were celebrated in grandeur—on the eve of WrestleMania XXVII, appropriately enough.

				Michaels’s squared circle career was born just months before Vince McMahon hatched WrestleMania—two phenomena that evolved in parallel until Michaels seized the event as his personal stage for excellence. Christened “Mr. WrestleMania” after consistently unforgettable performances, HBK completed his grandest ambition at the Show of Shows, but this time there was no championship, no rivalry, no battleground.

				This time, it was simply a guaranteed glory that Michaels indisputably earned over the course of a twenty-six-year career: entry into the WWE Hall of Fame.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				PROLOGUE: A Showstopper Is Born
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				BUILT BY ASSOCIATION

				All it took was the initial exposure to Joe Blanchard’s Southwest Championship Wrestling in the HemisFair Arena to convince Shawn Michaels. Raucously cheering for the likes of Bruiser Bob Sweetan, Michaels, a self-admittedly shy youth, conjured a dream to chase and a passion to fulfill from the sound of the very first ring bell.

				Michaels was introduced to and trained by Jose Lothario, and his squared circle apprenticeship earned him a spot on the roster of the American Wrestling Association (AWA). Here Shawn was first paired up with an equally energetic competitor with a comparably frenetic ring style: Marty Jannetty. As the Midnight Rockers, the young tag team kicked off their careers, ascended their division ranks, captured the AWA World Tag Team Championship and readjusted their aspirations to a larger pond with much bigger fish in WWE.
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				ROCKIN’ OUT, ROCKIN’ IN

				Following an invitation by WWE officials, Shawn Michaels and Marty Jannetty landed in June 1987 on the doorstep of Vince McMahon’s vastly growing franchise, where the pair clashed with Jose Estrada and Jimmy Jack Funk in their first-ever WWE match. Despite an unsavory first impression among fellow Superstars that led to the dismissal of Jannetty and Michaels, the revitalized, less rebellious Rockers were welcomed back to WWE on July 7, 1988.

				The rugged road to the truest proving ground in sports entertainment would pay off in spades as The Rockers—with their neon fringe and heavily teased hair tresses—propelled themselves upward to be among the most prolific tag team specialists in WWE history.
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				A REAL GLASS ACT

				Ironically similar to a crack in a glass windshield, a trivial incident between Shawn Michaels and Marty Jannetty led to a much more severe fracture during a visit to Brutus “The Barber” Beefcake’s Barber Shop in late 1991. Michaels’s ego had grown too large for The Rockers, and Shawn initiated his solo career in a most despicable fashion: “accidentally” superkicking his benevolent tag partner and then projecting Jannetty through a pane of glass.

				Representative of their shattered union, the shards of the window lay strewn about the carpet of Beefcake’s set and around Michaels’s betrayed former friend. With a proud collar pop of his leather bomber jacket, The Heartbreak Kid—as “Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig later dubbed Michaels while in a commentating role—was introduced to the world.
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				“CLIMB” DOES PAY

				However contemptible his actions on Barber Shop, the split of The Rockers was the first step up a very tall ladder for Shawn Michaels. After capturing the Intercontinental Championship from the British Bulldog in 1992, The Heartbreak Kid reigned during his singles career and only continued his ascent upward . . . until he leaped from that ladder’s peak at WrestleMania X.

				Michaels met Razor Ramon in Madison Square Garden that night for the Intercontinental title in a revolutionary Ladder match that many have referred to as one of the best bouts in WrestleMania history. Using the lofty aluminum apparatus to uniquely batter each other, HBK and Ramon commanded the attention of the WWE Universe. Time slowed in New York City and the show came to a breath-baiting halt when Michaels soared from the peak of the ladder on to his rival, forging a quintessential ’Mania moment and amassing early equity for his future Mr. WrestleMania namesake.
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				CLING OF THE RING

				Reviled yet recognized by the WWE Universe as an exceptional performer, Shawn Michaels entered the 1995 Royal Rumble with his usual bravado and detestable swagger. The “Sexy Boy”/“Boy Toy” kicked off the thirty-man clash as the first entrant beside the second competitor, the British Bulldog. More than an hour later, the same two Superstars looked across the ring to see the foe with whom they started the match. That is, until Bulldog powered HBK over the top rope, seemingly securing his WWE title opportunity at WrestleMania.
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