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  Thank you to Meghan McCloskey and Jonathan Boydston for their research help and to Melissa Miller, a teacher and graduate education student in Chicago, for contributing the games and interviewing local kids. Also thank you to the campers from Camp Nebagamon in Wisconsin and Camp Kamaji in Minnesota who live in Chicago and offered their tips to visiting kids.





  

    All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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It was a windy Sunday in fall that changed Chicago forever.





  Travel back in time to October 8, 1871, when Chicago was a city of wooden buildings. A fire started in a barn owned by Patrick and Catherine O’Leary on the southwest side of the city.




  Legend has it that a cow kicked over a lantern, but historians are not convinced that is how the fire started. Some believe that Daniel “Peg Leg” Sullivan who lived across the street accidentally started the fire when he was in the barn that night; others believe a meteor shower started a fire in the hay in the barn.




  Whatever the reason, the fire spread quickly because the summer had been so dry, burning an area 4 miles long and nearly a mile wide, destroying more than 17,000 buildings, and leaving nearly 100,000 people homeless.




  

    DID YOU KNOW?




    Chicago has more than 36 annual parades.




    The Chicago River is dyed green for St. Patrick’s Day.




    No matter how cold it is, 1,500 people jump into Lake Michigan the first Sunday in March (chicagopolarplunge.org).


  




  The central business district burned to the ground. So did City Hall and miles of road and sidewalks. The Chicago Water Tower (806 N. Michigan Ave.) was one of just five public buildings that survived. You can still see it today. You can also see where the fire started, which is now the Chicago Fire Academy (558 W. De Koven St.; 312-747-7238).




  As you look around the great city of Chicago and its amazing skyline, think about that fire and the strength of Chicagoans. If not for that terrible fire, Chicago wouldn’t be the beautiful city it is today, famous for its skyscrapers—including the world’s first, which was built after the fire—and one of the country’s best firefighting forces. Some had said at the
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  time that the horse-drawn firefighting equipment was no match for the flames.




  Famous architects came from around the world to help rebuild—this time using other construction materials rather than wood—and donations flooded in. By 1893, the World Expo could showcase the “new” Chicago, complete with the world’s first Ferris wheel and a new gum called Juicy Fruit made by the Wrigley Company. The Museum of Science and Industry (5700 Lake Shore Dr.; 773-684-1414; msichicago.org) grew out of what had been the Expo’s fine arts building.




  Today, of course, Chicago is a big city that’s home to lots of parents, kids, and many immigrants from around the world. Listen to the languages people are speaking— everything from Arabic to Spanish to Chinese.




  
WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO FIRST?





  There’s Chicago’s famous lakefront where you can ride bikes or go to the beach in the summer. Some of the best kid-friendly museums in the country are here, along with parks and playgrounds and the chance to see professional sports no matter what the season.




  Maybe you want to start in the “Loop” (Chicago talk for downtown) where you’ll find some of Chicago’s most beautiful and famous buildings, including the Willis Tower (233 S. Wacker Dr.; 312-875-9447; theskydeck.com). Your parents probably remember that Willis Tower used to be called Sears Tower.
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What’s Cool? A boat tour on the Chicago River—the only river in the world that flows backward. This was a huge public works project completed in the early 1890s that saved Chicago from waterborne diseases.



	






  The John Hancock Observatory offers lots of fun for kids (875 N. Michigan Ave.; 312-751-3681; jhochicago.com); there’s even a Kid’s Zone on the website. Here you will learn all about John Hancock, ride in fast elevators, and meet Seemore Miles, the official mascot of the observatory. In the winter you can ice-skate at 1,000 feet above sea level at Skating in the Sky (Jan to Apr 9am to 11pm).




  Take a stroll. It’s easy to get around because the Loop is laid out like a grid. Check out the amazing Jean Dubuffet sculpture, Monument with Standing Beast (100 W. Randolph St.; cityofchicago.org) outside the James R. Thompson Center, which
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What’s Cool? Riding the “L” through the Loop. The L is the nickname of Chicago’s public transit system, and the Loop is what Chicago’s downtown is called because the area is encircled by the elevated train tracks.



	






  

    DID YOU KNOW?




    Chicago is home to President Barack Obama and his family. Their house is on the South Side of the city. First Lady Michelle Obama grew up in Chicago.


  




  might be the oddest-shaped building you’ve seen in a big city. The Richard J. Daley Center (50 W. Washington St., Daley Plaza; thedaleycenter.com) is most famous for the huge sculpture by Picasso. In summer, there are concerts and a farmers’ market outside on Thursday; in winter, the city’s official Christmas tree stands here along with a big traditional German holiday market.
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  Don’t miss the Chicago Cultural Center (78 E. Washington St.; 312-744-6630; chicagoculturalcenter.org), where you’ll find the Chicago Office of Tourism visitor information center and the world’s largest Tiffany glass dome.




  




  

    A City of Firsts




    Chicago may be called the Second City—coming in after New York—but it sure is a city of firsts and introduced to us a lot of things we take for granted today:
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• Roller skates




      	
• Cracker Jacks




      	
• Zippers




      	
• Cafeterias




      	
• Hostess Twinkies




      	
• The All-Star Game of major league baseball




      	
• Spray paint




      	
• Pinball games




      	
• Malted milk shakes




      	
• Ferris wheels


    




    

      DID YOU KNOW?




      The world’s first skyscraper was built in Chicago in 1884. Today Chicago is home to the tallest skyscraper in the Western Hemisphere, the Willis Tower (formerly known as the Sears Tower)—108 stories high.


    


    


  




  

    Traveling Greener in Chicago




    Even before you were born, Chicago has been working to be “green” and has become one of the most environmentally friendly big cities in the country with green roofs, hundreds of parks, and more hotels that have been certified with a Green Seal than any other city in the country. How you can do your part when you visit:
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• Use a reusable water bottle. It will become a souvenir when you put stickers on it from all the places you’ve visited in Chicago.




      	
• Turn off the lights and air conditioner in your hotel room when you leave.




      	
• Recycle.




      	
• Reuse towels in the hotel room.




      	
• Take shorter showers to conserve water.




      	
• Use public transportation when you can.


    




    




    

      DID YOU KNOW?




      Chicago has more than 500 “green” roofs where things grow on top of buildings—that’s seven million square feet! There’s even one on City Hall!


    


    




  




  

    TELL THE ADULTS:




    Touring cities isn’t only about famous sites and museums—especially in Chicago. Leave a lot of time to explore the city’s neighborhoods, play soccer in the park, go to a baseball or basketball game, or just take a ride around the Loop on the L. You’ll find the real Chicago in neighborhoods where families like yours live. Most important, get the kids involved in the planning:




    

      	
• Let them help plan the itinerary starting at the official Chicago tourism website: choosechicago.com.




      	
• Time Out Chicago Kids (timeoutchicagokids.com) has a list of current kid-friendly events.




      	
• Take a virtual tour of museums and tourist sites before you visit and decide


    




    

      DID YOU KNOW?




      Fire Prevention Week started in Chicago on the 40th anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire. Today, this is a national event always commemorated in early October to educate parents and kids about fire safety.
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      where you want to focus your attention. If you plan to go to many of the city’s major museums and attractions, consider getting a Chicago CityPASS (citypass.com/Chicago), which will save you significant money on admissions and also allow you to bypass some of the lines.


      




    



      	
• If the kids are old enough, encourage each to plan a day of your visit. At the very least, make sure each person in the family has a say in the itinerary.
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• Consider a free customized tour for your family with one of the local volunteers from Chicago Greeter (chicagogreeter.com). They welcome the opportunity to show off their city. The service matches guides based on your interests. Just make sure to register 10 business days in advance.
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What’s Cool? Stepping out in a suspended glass box at Skydeck Chicago, more than 1,000 feet in the air at the Willis Tower. On a clear day you can see four states—Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Indiana.
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Got your sneakers on?





  The best way to see where Chicago kids live and play is to explore the city’s neighborhoods. And you’ll want your comfiest shoes to walk around in. Leave the car parked too.




  It’s much easier—and more fun—to get around Chicago by public transportation—buses, trains, and boats. You can take a water taxi—or rent a bike. Chicago has more than 18 miles of bike paths along the lake!




  Even if you explore just one or two of Chicago’s neighborhoods, you’ll see that the city is a lot more than skyscrapers and museums. It’s a place where families, many from other parts of the world—Mexico, Poland, China, Greece, Vietnam, and India among them—live, work, go to school, and, of course, play! They have names like Bucktown and
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What’s Cool? Taking a stroll on the Riverwalk along the Chicago River’s south side. You can get to it by going down the stairs on any of the river’s bridges.







  

    



    DID YOU KNOW?




    Chicago was first named by the Potawatomi Indians. They called the area around the mouth of the Chicago River Checagou, which means “wild onions” in their language.


  




  Wicker Park and Logan Square. There’s Greektown along Halsted Street and Little Italy along Taylor.




  In addition to the Loop, which is Chicago’s center; Near North, where you’ll find Navy Pier; and the South Loop, where you’ll find famous museums, you can visit:




  

    	
■ The Gold Coast: So named because its mansions have attracted wealthy families for more than a century. You might want to go to the top of the John Hancock Center (875 N. Michigan Ave.; 312-751-3681; jhochicago.com) here for a great view of the city or take a walk on Oak Street Beach.
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LOCAL KID SAYS,
‘ankmg around the Loap with
no agenda is the best thing."

—Hannah, 12
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A LOCAL KID SAYS:
"l love going to the Skydeck at
the Willis Tower because it is
really high up and you can
see everything.”
—Kevin, 14
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A VISITING KID SAYS:
“You can see all of Chicago on a boat
tour down the Chicago River. You can see the
buildings and ledn about the history.
Also you can see all the tints of the water,
and when you get to the lake it fecls
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—Ellie, 14, Stillwater, MN
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A LOCAL KID SAYS:
“Dan't go hame without
a picture of yourself an the ledge
of the Willis Tower."

—Alison, 12
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