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Praise for When China Attacks





“America’s war planners think China’s war planners think like America’s war planners. Not so! In his gripping When China Attacks, Grant Newsham shows us the horrific consequences that can result from American misperceptions of Chinese intentions and capabilities.”


—Gordon Chang, author of The Coming Collapse of China


“Grant Newsham’s family intervention with the United States of America, a nation locked in a cycle of self-destructive behavior in its relationship with Communist China. It’s the brave effort of a man who has dedicated his life to American national security and studying the Chinese threat to wake us up before it is too late. Newsham is articulate and knowledgeable. He also has the moral courage to tell the truth, clearly, directly, and unambiguously. If you want to slumber on, secure in your belief that somebody somewhere is busy handling the existential threat from the Chinese Communist Party, you’d best skip this book and put the cartoons back on. If you want your grandchildren to live in a democracy free of the dictates of Chairman Mao, buy this book now and don’t put it down until you have read every page—then, get up, raise Holy Hell, and demand our ‘leaders’ put this nation on the right track before it is too late.”


—Sam Faddis, retired CIA operations officer and senior editor of AND Magazine


“When China Attacks will make you uncomfortable—but by design. China wars on a distracted U.S. without effective challenge. Taiwan is critically endangered, our era’s Sudetenland. Will we wake up and act in time?”


—Wallace C. Gregson, lieutenant general (retired), former commander U.S. Marine Forces Pacific, and former Assistant Secretary of Defense for Asian and Pacific Security Affairs


“With disturbing clarity, Newsham brings his diplomatic, military, and business experience to bear on the critical question for the security of Asia and the globe: When is America going to wake up? His comprehensive description of China’s ‘whole of society’ approach to warfare is a must-read for anyone with a stake in America’s influence around the world. His narrative is edgy, well researched, convincing, and yes, it will make you uncomfortable—as it should!”


—Robert Thomas, vice admiral (retired), U.S. Navy, former Seventh Fleet commander


“When China Attacks is a clarion call to Americans about the existential threat from the People’s Republic of China. Newsham doesn’t rely on the usual ‘China Hands’—the so-called experts who have brought us to this brink of war—but instead plumbs a new well of PRC experts who have not sold their souls to the Chinese Communist Party. The book provides a matter-of-fact and comprehensive description of the CCP’s grand strategy, its individual elements of national power employed against America and its allies, and a vivid description of the impact to every American—the possible future of subservience to a totalitarian ideology and the regime in Beijing. Newsham not only describes the threat, but also provides a plan of action across all facets of national power, ending with an inspiring and historic call to action to save this land of the free. A book that should be read by every American today. Time is not on our side.”


—Jim Fanell, captain (retired), U.S. Navy, former Director of Intelligence and Information Operations U.S. Pacific Fleet, fellow at Geneva Centre for Security Policy


“Newsham is one of the most seasoned and astute observers of U.S. strategy in the Indo-Pacific writing today. A former Marine officer with decades of experience in Asia, Newsham speaks from experience and is not afraid to talk about the reality much of the U.S. foreign policy establishment would prefer to ignore: the Chinese Communist Party is increasingly threatening America’s dominance in Asia and globally. While the People’s Liberation Army Navy is now the largest in the world, the U.S. Navy is steadily shrinking. The Air Force is flying aircraft older than their crews. Meanwhile, much of official Washington is focused on political correctness instead of war fighting. Newsham is unsparing in his description of the China threat and illuminating in his proposed remedies. This is a must-read for anyone who cares about the future of U.S. power in the twenty-first century.”


—Alexander B. Gray, former deputy assistant to the President of the United States and chief of staff of the White House National Security Council, 2019–21


“Gripping, lucid, and jam-packed with strategic intelligence—When China Attacks is a Marine Corps–style boot camp for your mind. Make it to the end and you will be harder, sharper, and ready to defend yourself against Beijing’s propaganda and psychological warfare machine. Think you know the China threat? Read this book—and think again!”


—Ian Easton, author of The Final Struggle: Inside China’s Global Strategy


“Colonel Newsham outlines a frightening truth you won’t hear from our political leaders or the self-proclaimed media experts. We have been at war for years and are losing, badly, and it could get much, much worse very soon. Our way of life and the future of our children, the nation, and freedom itself are at stake. China’s dictators see us as weak and distracted. They believe we lack the will to resist and fight. Newsham exposes how they have the tacit and, in many cases, active support of useful idiots—and even some well-rewarded collaborators and traitors within our political and business class. Thankfully, he also points out that it’s still not too late to save our nation, but we—all of us, together—need to act now.”


—David Reynolds, former U.S. government Senior Intelligence Officer and China-based diplomat and business executive


“An urgently needed and hard-hitting primer on the grand strategy of China to achieve global hegemony, and the lack of effective countermeasures by the United States. The author knows Asia and the Pacific, having spent decades on the ground in those legal, financial, diplomatic, and military fields of battle.”


—Anders Corr, publisher of the Journal of Political Risk


“A powerful call for America to get its house in order, appreciate the threat of China’s multi-dimensional subversion, and fight back hard. Newsham draws on his extensive military experience and his deep understanding of Chinese strategy and operations to detail how much damage Beijing is doing to America. From aggressive industry policies to intellectual property theft, cyber assaults, ideological penetration of schools, and fentanyl supply, he reveals the details and he names names. While military reform is desperately needed, he emphasizes that an effective counter-offensive will require all of American society to rally to the cause. Important reading for anyone concerned about America’s future security.”


—Ross Babbage, chief executive officer, Strategic Forum, Australia, non-resident Senior Fellow, Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments


“Colonel Newsham brilliantly describes the Chinese Communist Party’s insidious plans to defeat America in battle across the Pacific Ocean, and how it is devastating American society through savage, unrelenting political warfare to fatally subvert our national will and ability to fight back. As important, he provides sound recommendations regarding what America’s leaders must do now to confront and defeat this existential threat. His descriptions and analysis are irrefutable, and his recommendations hard-nosed, achievable, and much more likely to succeed than the confused U.S. policies currently being pursued. Should be mandatory reading by the president, his national security team, and every member of the Congress of the United States. Time is short!”


—Professor Kerry K. Gershaneck, author of Political Warfare: Strategies for Combating China’s Plan to “Win without Fighting”


“Grant Newsham has written a compelling requiem for America at the hands of a China that wins without fighting—not just over Taiwan, but in a battle for the economy and soul of the United States. He lays out the facts that add up to one conclusion: we already are at war with China. The Chinese certainly think so. Tellingly, China’s tactics for global reach are in plain sight: social control; industrial espionage; cyber theft; chemical and biological warfare; legal and political warfare; and the suborning of American elites and international organizations. Colonel Newsham’s description of Chinese military capabilities is particularly sobering, and proves that deterrence works both ways. Thankfully, he concludes with recommendations for how to win. To read this book is to say, ‘Why yes, he’s right about all of this.’ ”


—Paul S. Giarra, commander (retired), U.S. Navy, president of Global Strategies & Transformation


“When China Attacks is the best thing I’ve read on the topic of the comprehensive China threat, an indispensable read at a time of an increasingly belligerent and volatile China. Retired Marine officer and Indo-Pacific expert Grant Newsham provides a master key that decodes the myriad of unconventional means the Chinese regime is using to subvert America—and how dangerously close it has come to achieving its goal. Moreover, in a book that’s almost poetic in its clarity and simplicity, and suitable for both policy makers and casual readers alike, Newsham offers a series of straightforward solutions to stop the Chinese regime in its tracks—if we act quickly.”


—Jan Jekielek, senior editor, Epoch Times, and host of American Thought Leaders
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To those who were right about the Chinese Communist Party and tried to warn us










Section One A CAUTIONARY TALE
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The First and Second Island Chains underpin the defense architecture of America and its allies. For this reason, Chinese strategists view free access through the chains as essential to the People’s Liberation Army’s ability to project power beyond the coast of China. If the PRC breaks or leapfrogs the chains, U.S. defenses in the Western Pacific will collapse. Map courtesy of Pavak Patel.









CHAPTER 1 China Pulls the Trigger



It’s a year or two from now. A sign on the gate at the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial visitor parking lot at Pearl Harbor reads: “Closed until further notice.”


The People’s Republic of China has started a war—a shooting war—and it hasn’t gone well. For the Americans.


Part of the problem for the United States is the way China is fighting.


It’s not behaving like anybody thought it would, like it is supposed to.


A U.S. Navy submarine at a base a mile away from this gate sank at its berth two weeks ago, its hull blasted open by an underwater charge placed by parties unknown—or, at least, undeclared. China is playing coy. Its state media says maybe the act was perpetrated by the Americans themselves as a false flag attack.


Soon after, at the nearby Hickam Air Force Base, two U.S. Air Force aerial refuellers blew up—as did the F-22s parked nearby. A surge of hard-to-trace social media posts attribute it to BLM activists operating at the base.


Then a Navy replenishment oiler loaded with fuel and enroute to the Western Pacific was rammed and put out of commission by a fishing boat a couple miles outside the entrance to Pearl Harbor. The ship’s escort shot up the fishing boat, but it was too late. The Mandarin-speaking crew said they lost control and are now calling the Americans murderers for killing “poor and unarmed fishermen.” This is a charge echoed in the China-friendly press around the world.


Just today, mysterious drone swarms took out the communications and radar of several ships exiting San Diego naval base. TikTok influencers say the drones are actual aliens.


The news from farther west isn’t much better.


The Chinese Foreign Ministry has announced: “Taiwan’s reunification with the motherland is at hand.” The People’s Liberation Army is ashore on Taiwan in large numbers. Details are hard to come by—communications having been cut—and Elon Musk’s Skylink network isn’t working


The Americans think an all-out assault on Taiwan is impossible. But Xi Jinping thinks otherwise—and that’s what matters. The PLA planners provide Xi with options. In this case, there are two:


Intimidate Taiwan into surrender by blockading Taiwan and seizing several of its tiny offshore islands, or…


Go for broke and launch a full-scale assault on Taiwan.


Chairman Xi likes option number two.


The timing isn’t an accident. In January 2024, when China’s favored candidate loses Taiwan’s presidential election, it becomes clear that the Taiwanese are not going to come peaceably into the fold. Xi has staked his reputation on the long-sought goal of “reunifying Taiwan.” It will be his path to making his mark as one of the legendary “great ones” of Chinese history. He is as keen to take Taiwan as President Joseph Biden was to get out of Afghanistan in 2021.


But the timing of Xi’s decision reflects the Chinese understanding of the American situation.


Beijing sees the United States, its chief competition, as relatively weak and distracted. The U.S. economy is a mess, inflation is making life miserable (and eating away at defense budgets), and half the country considers the other half absolute demons—or semi-fascists. Riots are easy to stir up, and the media are fueling the fires.


The American president and administration are preoccupied—and nobody involved frightens the Chinese. A number of them are, in fact, longtime friends of the Chinese communists. The last thing the American administration wants is a war—or better said, another war.


The Chinese describe it bluntly: the Americans lack will.


So, the thinking in Beijing goes, why wait and take the chance things might stabilize? Or that another American administration might appear that will stop spending like a drunken sailor and will begin standing up to the People’s Republic of China?


For example, the Trump administration had shown backbone. Conditions could change. Under Trump, representatives in Congress from both sides were starting to wake up to the Chinese threat and to Taiwan’s importance.


From Beijing, it seems that China has never been stronger, and America has never been weaker. Xi believes China has the military, political, and economic wherewithal to strike, and the United States—with its military, politics, and economy in disarray—either can’t or won’t stop it. And if the Americans won’t, nobody else will, either.


So, with the timing right, the question becomes how to attack. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine had shown half measures wouldn’t work. Best to hit hard with everything, isolate Taiwan physically and electronically, then do whatever is necessary to keep the Americans and their friends from coming to the rescue.


Present them with a fait accompli, the thinking goes, and they’ll soon enough shrug their shoulders, avert their eyes, and get back to business as usual.


So China hits. Hard.


The Chinese start by cutting Taiwan’s internet so the world can’t see what is about to happen. This buys the PLA time to attack the Taiwan military, and allows the CCP more time to seed the narrative of the inevitability of its success globally.


Washington is taken by surprise.


U.S. Department of Defense assessments have recognized the impressive—if not alarming—advances in Chinese military power. Indeed, some American intelligence officers saw it coming. They sounded the alarm, but few people took them seriously.


Those perceptive enough to recognize the peril were likely to get fired. In 2015, Pacific Fleet’s intelligence chief, Captain James Fanell, was cashiered—supposedly at the request of the Obama White House—for publicly stating that China was gearing up for war.


If there were a danger, the dogma went, it would be a few years off.


The most common pushback on the possibility of an invasion, and a key component of the dogma on the military side, has been the idea that the People’s Republic of China lacks enough “lift” (ships) to move an amphibious assault force across the Taiwan Strait. A condescending undertone has suggested the PLA simply isn’t good enough to master amphibious operations—considered the most difficult military operation of them all.


The Americans figured they’d have plenty of notice as the Chinese collected their amphibious ships and barges and brought forces together. But in the Chinese amphibious assault plan, the large conventional amphibious force is just the reserve that rapidly transports reinforcements to the areas where they are required.


That time has come.


When the People’s Liberation Army moves against Taiwan, it proves China has plenty of lift.


The main amphibious landings are provided by China’s vast fishing fleets, the so-called maritime militia: cargo container vessels and dual-purpose civilian craft adapted for deployment of amphibious vehicles while underway.


This explains why the Chinese have built civilian ferries with rounded bottoms like World War II Landing Ship Tanks (LSTs). It certainly isn’t for passenger comfort. Round-bottomed boats are the vomit express. But the design will come in handy during beaching operations.


The PLA moves from almost a standing start and is on the beaches before anyone can react. China dispatches forces from its long coast; they converge to arrive simultaneously with little advance warning, cloaked by civilian shipping turning east from highly-transited commercial shipping lanes.


They pick up follow-on forces from staging bases on artificial islands, cargo container ships, and cruise liners. In one case, waves of men use zip lines from the cruise liners down to a barge, and then step across to waiting Landing Craft Air Cushions (LCACs) pulled up alongside, before speeding towards Taiwan’s beaches.


The element of surprise turns out to be a massive force multiplier—even though there have been plenty of photos over the years of amphibious tanks driving down the ramps of civilian roll-on/roll-off ships at sea or off cross-channel ferries. Too many experts didn’t want to realize what they were seeing.


And the amphibious assault—with its own version of Iron Dome air-defenses—is just one part of the symphony of destruction the PRC is playing for Taiwan.


Rockets and missiles destroy the Presidential Palace in Taipei and hit every other government and military building and target of importance while peppering civilian areas for good shock and awe measure.


Massive waves of attack drones neutralize hardened targets, and helicopter and airborne forces deploy in large numbers once anti-aircraft radar and missile sites are taken out.


Fifth-columnists and special forces (earlier infiltrated via smugglers’ fast boats) are also at work, shooting up police stations, bus stops, and schools throughout Taiwan and leaving trouble, fear, and distraction in their wake.


The jewel in the crown for China’s Ministry of State Security (MSS), the major port of Kaohsiung, opens its doors to the Chinese on day one, without a shot fired. The port authorities even have a welcome banner flying.


Kaohsiung is run by organized crime and has been for years. That means China’s MSS, the Godfather of Chinese organized crime, effectively controls it. So now, the PLA invasion force has Taiwan’s biggest port at its service. With its warehouses ready, stocked with supplies.


The Taiwanese are not the Ukrainians. The military fights, and most units stay at their posts until the end. But the million-man reserve proves to be a paper force, and the once-touted civil defense simply doesn’t exist. The risks of fighting back are enormous. The occupier-to-population density ratio can be made much lower if, like the Chinese, an aggressor is willing to kill one hundred civilians for each PLA member that is killed. Hitler proved that in France.


Even citizens who want to defend their country have no idea how to do so. The Americans and the Taiwanese had never gotten together beforehand to train side-by-side—or even to plan for how they would defeat a Chinese assault.


The Marines never even got onto Taiwan. They’d talked about it a lot, but the State Department had always refused. And they still did—even after the Chinese attacked. Too provocative and escalatory. Forty-plus years of American isolation of Taiwan’s military—hoping this would make China happy—have come home to roost. The Chinese are indeed happy.


Where Is America?


The Chinese won’t launch PLA rocket salvos against U.S. bases in Japan, Guam, or Hawaii. That might galvanize American and Japanese resolve. The Chinese are still dangling the possibility of off-ramps for an all-out war against the United States, just as the Americans have talked about doing to China.
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Map courtesy of The World Factbook 2021. Washington, D.C.: Central Intelligence Agency, 2021.




The U.S. administration, losing critical time, waffles and whimpers like a helpless child.


Once the president reluctantly gives the green light (or more likely, a cautious amber light) to assist, the PRC has the full measure of (the lack of) American resolve and goes to work against U.S. forces, whittling them down and making it clear that China won’t allow anyone, especially the United States, to interfere in its self-defined internal matter.


In the Philippines, U.S. Marines rush several of their new “littoral units” into position on Northern Luzon and the islands in the Bashi Channel between the Philippines and Taiwan.


The New People’s Army guerrillas and their Chinese advisors are waiting for the Americans, who never get the chance to deploy their anti-ship missiles against Chinese ships. There are pockets of bravery, but that is all.


Two U.S. Navy ships—a destroyer and a Littoral Combat Ship (LCS)—left Singapore’s Sembawan Naval Base in a hurry, heading north through the South China Sea. PLA Navy guided-missile corvettes swarm and sink them from one hundred miles away. The American ships’ anti-ship cruise missiles only have a range of seventy-five miles. The Chinese don’t bother to look for survivors. Nor does anyone else. The zone is too hot.


The wide area of coverage and concentration of anti-ship and anti-aircraft weapons systems provide a formidable shield while China is silently prepping the battlefield. The Chinese irregular fishing vessels are providing both sentinels and subterfuge.


The U.S.S. America, an amphibious assault ship in name but an aircraft carrier in practice, with two dozen F-35 stealth fighters aboard, moves from Guam and heads toward Taiwan along with three escorts.


They are on alert. They saw several small ships on their radar, but those are identified as fishing boats. The Americans can’t see any PLA Navy ships. By the time they detect the dozen anti-ship missiles headed their way at twelve hundred miles an hour, it is too late. U.S.S. America burns and eventually sinks. One of the escort frigates explodes and also goes down.


Several American aircraft dispatched from Kadena on Okinawa are shredded by the invisible teeth of the fishing fleet before analysts can figure out what’s transpiring. The PLA doesn’t have to attack Kadena, just the aircraft heading south from there.


The generals and admirals quickly realize there is too much clandestine firepower hidden among the fishing fleet, in the official PLA afloat, in the air, and on the mainland for the United States to penetrate and aid Taiwanese forces.


U.S. ships moving out of Japanese ports encounter smart mines, moored mines, and drift mines that magically appear in the wake of the fishing fleet, though nobody can quite prove who placed them.


All in all, it’s like running a gauntlet—and it isn’t just the U.S. forces in the far western Pacific.


U.S. Navy ships heading out of West Coast ports are taking fire from containerized anti-ship missiles launched from cargo ships and fishing boats. The PRC has been getting these so-called commercial vessels ready and has used them to track the U.S. Navy for years. Drones swarm other ships, destroying their radar and putting them out of action.


And then it gets worse. When the Americans don’t back off, PLA Special Forces go to work in Hawaii, in Guam, and on the Japanese mainland.


On the main departure route from Iwakuni Marine Corps Station near Hiroshima, surface-to-air missiles (SAMs), firing from a solar farm built with Chinese and Yakuza money, shoot down U.S. Marine and U.S. Navy jets. The same thing happens at Yokota near Tokyo, Misawa, and elsewhere. The Japanese government was right to be worried about Chinese nationals buying property near U.S. and Japanese bases.


Even worse for the Americans, two U.S. nuclear submarines have disappeared. These were America’s aces in the hole, but the Chinese were tracking them—once again with the PRC’s massive fishing fleet—using sonobuoys to effectively run a zone defense in the Pacific.


What about America’s Friends?


The Japanese? Beijing sends backchannel messages to Tokyo telling the Japanese to stand clear. They probably won’t, but they also won’t know what to do other than order the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force to assist the Americans.


The Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade moves to the southern islands but never fires a shot. The orders never come, and the Chinese stay far enough away not to trigger a response.


The Japanese Navy sails out on its own initiative and does its best. And the Air Self-Defense Force is angrily buzzing around inside Japanese air space. But the central government hadn’t done what’s necessary.


And when the Chinese attack Taiwan, the Japanese can’t respond effectively. The government debates for several weeks if it is even legally allowed to attack. It never does figure out this legal point.


Beijing sends backchannel messages to Tokyo telling the Japanese to stand clear. They probably won’t, Beijing realizes, but they also won’t know what to do besides order the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force to assist the Americans.


Meanwhile, an Okinawa independence movement, long supported by covert Chinese funding, takes to the streets in Naha, along with an out-of-the-blue and well-funded peace movement in Tokyo.


PLA helicopters operating out of the northern Philippines use anti-ship missiles to make life difficult for U.S. and Taiwan Navy ships operating around southern Taiwan. The governor of Ilocos Norte Province is a Chinese proxy, as are the New People’s Army guerrillas who have been operating in the region for decades.


The Australians try to help out, but they run into the Chinese fishing fleet—as did the Americans—and lose ships, aircraft, and people while heading north from the Southwest Pacific.


What about China’s Friends?


Yes, it has some. Beijing is getting covering fire from several directions during its attack on Taiwan.


North Korea returns the favor for Beijing’s decades of life support. A few missile salvoes into Seoul, the South Korean capital, are an adequate distraction. Taking too much initiative—say, engaging in a full-scale invasion that might get the Americans thinking about using nuclear weapons—is not what Beijing wants.


A few North Korean missiles—conventional ones—into Seoul are all that is needed. Maybe sending a few into Tokyo could be in order.


The Russians likewise return the favor to Beijing for its support during the Ukrainian invasion. The two powers had agreed to a no-limits partnership before Putin launched the attack. After the Russians attacked, Chinese officials ordered the media not to criticize Russia, because China expected Russia to do the same when the time would come for Taiwan. Now the Russians maneuver against the Japanese to threaten them, hold them in place, and further stress the Americans. Russia is also considering an opportunistic move in the Baltic.


China’s new friend, Iran, has closed the Straits of Hormuz, shutting down a good chunk of global oil flows and launching missiles against Saudi Arabia and Israel. Just what the Americans don’t need.


Closer to home, Russian and Chinese troops in Cuba and Venezuela set up long-range missiles aimed at the United States—one more distraction.


Don’t expect India to help. They are busy now that the Chinese have made a move against their northern border.


Meanwhile, Argentina is eyeing up the Falklands.


China has friends inside the U.S. as well. The U.S.-China Business Council issues a statement denouncing the violence and loss of lives—and warning this could harm business ties between the two countries. The chairs of all six of Wall Street’s leading firms sign a similar joint letter—urging restraint by all parties.


A team of Wall Street luminaries visits the White House and asks that it do something to restore the U.S.-China relationship—or the economy (and donations) will shrivel to nothing. That something? Accept Beijing’s offer to hold talks and avoid further trouble over China’s “domestic affairs.” That is, abandon Taiwan, write it off as a loss, and look to the future.


The U.S. administration is overloaded.


During the Global War on Terror, a four-man U.S. Special Forces team was run down and killed by terrorists in Niger, West Africa. It was a national catastrophe, and Congress held hearings.


Over a thousand American sailors and Marines die in the attack on the U.S.S. America expeditionary strike group, and the numbers are adding up elsewhere.


World War II’s Greatest Generation knew all about such things—they remembered World War I but still gave it all they could (and more) just over twenty years later.


The 2020s version of Americans? Not so much. Modern Americans get upset at mean comments on Twitter. They are being fed a constant stream of TikTok videos about how an American intervention will just be more racist colonialism. To stand down isn’t bad at all. It is a sign of virtue.


Meanwhile, article after article appear reminding readers of all the wargames in which America either got its ass handed to it or, in one outlier game, the fight was long and bloody, and the Americans only prevailed at huge cost.


Communist Party outlet China Daily runs a deluge of pieces saying that Beijing is in its rights to defend itself with nuclear weapons if Washington continues to interfere in Chinese domestic affairs.


That is the last straw for the U.S. administration—it figuratively goes into a fetal position under the Resolute Desk in the Oval Office.


Taiwan realizes no help is coming.


It sues for terms and gives up.


Immediately, the rest of Asia gets the message. The United States cannot keep twenty-three million free people free. U.S. military might can’t do it. U.S. economic and financial power can’t do it. And U.S. nuclear weapons don’t matter, either.


But the United States will soon realize that Taiwan isn’t the end point. Taiwan is the necessary launch point.


What Happens Next? China Will Not Stop at Taiwan.


Control of Taiwan is far more important than a sop to so-called national esteem. The CCP’s show of wounded pride over Taiwan has always been, in part, a propagandistic sideshow. This will soon become obvious.
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Looking eastward from the Chinese mainland tells you plenty about Chinese strategic thinking—and the imperative to break the “Island Chain” posed by Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, and Malaysia. Map courtesy of Louis Martin-Vézian and CIGeography.




To understand what will happen next, start with geography—and why Taiwan is the necessary starting point for achieving China’s real ambitions.


For China to reach its goal and drive the Americans out of the Pacific (for starters), it needs to be able to get its military beyond the First Island Chain—the chain of islands that run from Japan southwards through Taiwan and the Philippines and onwards to Indonesia and Malaysia.


From the Chinese perspective, the First Island Chain and its handful of narrow, easily defended straits block access to the Western Pacific Ocean.


If the United States and its allies wanted, their forces—armed with anti-ship missiles and anti-aircraft systems, and backed by air and naval forces and submarines—could keep the Chinese military hemmed inside the First Island Chain with relatively little effort.


Though the PRC may have carried out the biggest, fastest defense buildup in history—and might be a match for U.S. forces in certain instances—that doesn’t matter if Chinese forces can’t get through the First Island Chain.


The Chinese have been angling to break the chain for decades. Where are the weak links? Japan’s Ryukyu Islands? Not likely, given what the Japanese and the Chinese think of each other. The Japanese might eventually fight.


The Philippines? Philippine geography and politics are too complicated. Many Filipinos are angry that China has already seized Philippine maritime territory—and regularly muscles in elsewhere, humiliating Filipinos in the process.


This leaves Taiwan. It is a juicy option for the People’s Liberation Army and the Chinese Communist Party leaders.


Taiwan sits in the middle of the First Island Chain. Take it, and China will have a lodgment smack in the middle of the United States’ (and its allies’) first defense line that bottles up the People’s Liberation Army. Imagine a castle wall collapsing.


With Taiwan captured, this is what will come next.


Taiwan’s airfields and ports will allow the People’s Liberation Army freedom of movement and extended range into the Western Pacific and beyond.


With Taiwan under Beijing’s control, the PRC will have outflanked Japan’s southern defenses. In this scenario, PLA submarines, ships, and aircraft will be able to operate regularly east of Japan’s main islands, surrounding Japan.


The PLA can then dominate the East China Sea and seize Japanese maritime and island territory. The Chinese, in fact, claim that the entire Ryukyu Chain belongs to China—just like they have claimed Taiwan.
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As the People’s Liberation Army looks to expand its operations into the Pacific, Taiwan is in the way. Conversely, if seized, Taiwan offers an excellent springboard for future operations. Map courtesy of Paul Giarra.




This will seriously curtail the ability of the United States to operate from Okinawa and its other bases in Japan.


But PLA planners have much more in mind. They are always looking at the whole map.


From Taiwan, the PLA will drive a salient into the heart of the U.S. second layer defense in the Central Pacific, then push into the Southwest and South Pacific.


The PRC has bases in all but name across the area, including in the Solomon Islands. From these bases, the PRC can seriously constrain Australia. The Japanese understood this in 1941 but couldn’t accomplish it. Beijing has laid the groundwork with thirty years of political warfare, economic and commercial inroads, and physical presence—greasing many palms in the process.


But PRC interests don’t stop in the middle of the Pacific. The PLA is moving to operate east of Hawaii and off the West Coast of the continental United States.


And it has been assiduously developing ties and so-called shipping routes to the west coast of Central and South America—where China-friendly leftist governments have come to power.


Taiwan is strategic geography if such ever existed. Taking Taiwan is the prerequisite for much greater things for the PLA and the PRC.


Once China takes Taiwan, every nation in Asia besides Japan—even Australia—will cut the best deal it can with Beijing.


Pacific Asia turns Red.


The rest of the world also gets it. This is just the start.


Destroying the Soul of America


The destruction and subjugation that follow a PRC takeover of Taiwan might seem horrific but far away. However, China has been fighting on another battlefield just as important, if not more so, and winning.


And if we lose there, it could destroy families, communities, and the very soul of America.


Just as the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has spent unlimited amounts and devoted vast efforts to build up its military, it has likewise funded and worked on destroying our will to fight—or even defend ourselves.


The primary target? The American mind.


Your mind. And, even more frighteningly, the minds of those you love.










CHAPTER 2 The American Homefront



As the PRC swarms onto Taiwan and starts its takeover, here is what is happening at a kitchen table in a typical home in America.


Imagine a family eating dinner. It’s food that is bought readymade and microwaved at home. The parents regret it, but it will have to do. Mom and Dad work two service jobs each—homemade meals are holiday luxuries.


Their three teenagers, two boys and a girl, should be at the table, but only two of them are there.


The middle child, their sixteen-year-old son, hasn’t come home. It happens a lot. They long ago stopped trying to get him to stay. They don’t know how to give him the hope he needs to work hard now for a better future.


This used to be a factory town, but the jobs left long ago for China. Their son, and they, know that even if he graduates high school, he will be lucky to get the same shelf-stacking, burger-serving jobs his parents had.


The best the parents can do is hope he is with his good friends—the guys who don’t do hard drugs—or at least that he has his Narcan with him.


The two other teens, a fourteen-year-old girl and a seventeen-year-old boy, are staring at their phones as they eat. So is Mom.


Dad scans his family, trying to catch someone’s eye.


He has spent the day—as with most days—doing brainless work, in a soulless building, for heartless bosses. He wants to talk to the people he does it all for, but he doesn’t know what to say.


Conversation is usually a minefield.


Last week, he asked his daughter what she was learning in economics and was promptly told that capitalism is evil, and the problem is “real communism has never been tried.”


He didn’t argue. He learned his lesson the year before when his daughter came home listing the unredeemable moral failings of the Founding Fathers—especially when compared to other national founders like Mao, who lifted so many out of poverty.


He mentioned that Mao had also killed tens of millions of his own people. She reported him to her teacher. The school banned him from school board meetings, something that went on his permanent social credit record for all future employers to see.


His only solace was that, by reporting him, his daughter got extra points on her own record, making her more likely to qualify for a government job once she graduated—assuming she kept her record pristine.


Suddenly, his son sits up straight and holds up his phone: “Dad, look at this.”


Dad looks at the video on the small screen and knows immediately what he is seeing.


He had served in the U.S. Marines—including deployments to the Pacific. He had been discharged with no benefits for refusing to denounce his faith as inherently discriminatory, but he still has friends in the Marine Corps. He follows news from the region. Everyone does, since the Chinese attacked Taiwan.


The men he sees on his son’s phone are the missing Marines.


The video is clear. Two dozen male U.S. Marines standing in line facing the camera. Tired, sullen, unshaven, unarmed—and with hands on their heads. None of them look scared, just angry and defiant. There is no sound.


At the thirty second mark, they are gunned down.


They flop to the ground. Two men who appear to be Asian step in front of the camera and systematically put a bullet into each of the Marines’ heads.


Some of the Marines, still alive, jerk and die.


The video ends.


“What do you think, Dad? Deepfake?”


Dad doesn’t answer. He’s thinking, absorbing. He feels sick.


It hasn’t been long since a forty-person U.S. Marine platoon on a small, empty island off the northern coast of Luzon, Philippines, went dark.


It wasn’t supposed to. The Marines, from the Third Littoral Regiment based in Okinawa, were part of the so-called stand-in force.


This was the previous commandant’s plan that intended to deploy small teams of Marines throughout the First Island Chain. The Marines were to surveil Chinese ship movements and maybe take a shot with long-range anti-ship missiles should the People’s Liberation Army Navy make its move.


This particular Marine unit was keeping an eye on the Bashi Channel—the hundred-mile-wide ocean gap between the northern Philippines and southernmost Taiwan.


If the Chinese launched an assault on Taiwan, they would need to come through the Bashi Channel.


U.S. Marine headquarters on Okinawa tried repeatedly to contact the platoon and was worried, though not panicking. Sometimes comms go down.


Nobody noticed that the Philippine New People’s Army guerrillas had announced, without saying where it happened, that their Luzon front had eliminated an American spy team.


It wasn’t surprising that nobody noticed.


Two days later, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army attacked Taiwan.


In spite of Taiwan being cut off, details of the attack are starting to come out, and Dad had been learning what he could from old Marine friends.


According to them, after the first twenty-four hours, the PLA had twenty thousand troops ashore, with armor, and had seized a foothold—or, in Beijing’s words, a “liberated zone.”


Getting rid of the Marines covering the Bashi Channel was necessary—and not particularly difficult, it seemed.


No, the video isn’t a deepfake.


The women Marines disappeared before reaching the beach, the men, unarmed, were executed, and the video was released as a message.


The PLA likely used one of its proxies, the Philippine New People’s Army guerrillas, so China’s friends in the U.S. media could muddy the water on attribution. But Washington knows what it really means: “If we think you are in our way, we will kill you—quickly, if you are lucky.”


Now, with the PLA ashore, Washington must decide what to do. Dad has been waiting for a statement from the president, but it isn’t coming.


It still wasn’t clear if the United States would defend Taiwan—despite plenty of earlier debate in Washington over the longstanding policy of strategic ambiguity towards Taiwan.


The debate on Capitol Hill and the talk shows have begun to erupt. Some people demand the United States immediately go all-out to save Taiwan. Others take a let’s-get-more-details approach. And others insist that Taiwan is not worth risking nuclear war with China.


Dad tried to bring up the Taiwan invasion at the dinner table a few days ago.


His daughter confidently said it was “only natural” for Taiwan to be reunited with “the rest of China.”


His son was mostly interested in the attack’s dramatic visuals, trying to figure out how they were filmed and what had been enhanced.


Mom wanted to change the topic—out of concern someone would say something that might end up on their record.


Mom won the day, and the subject was changed to whether or not the family could afford a dog.


The same has been happening all over the country—and now this, a video of Marines being murdered.


Dad looks at his family.


His daughter is uninterested.


His son is moving through the video frame-by-frame, looking for odd shadows or lack of blinking that will allow him to declare it a deepfake that he can smugly ignore.


Mom starts clearing the dishes.


This is it, Dad thinks. If Washington doesn’t act, we are done.


Two Weeks Later


The American public—even on the coasts—is infuriated by the video and demands the government “do something”—though the message is muted, as reporting about PRC atrocities in Taiwan is repeatedly flagged by social media as fake news, with the so-called perpetrators losing their accounts.


Some columnists for major newspapers start arguing that the real villain isn’t China but the Philippines, and that the United States needs Beijing’s help with its Philippines problem.


The U.S. administration dithers, but eventually the Pentagon holds a grand press conference announcing that real action is being taken. But… it is action too secret to discuss publicly.


Meanwhile, Dad hears from friends still serving that the United States lost several ships to ramming by Marshall Islands–, Malta-, and Panama-flagged freighters while the ships were in port or just underway.


Then the same thing happens with U.S. 7th Fleet ships moving out of Yokosuka Naval Base.


It barely make the news, and Beijing remains silent.


Two Weeks Later


Dad now hears from friends that the American military is returning to base.


The United States is ramping up for a vicious election. Rioting by leftists has begun in most major American cities, akin to the urban convulsions during the summer of 2020. His daughter spends most dinners explaining the virtue of the rioters’ actions.


U.S. harvests are in trouble—some rumors say sterile seeds are to blame, though this problem doesn’t seem to be affecting the crops grown by Chinese state-owned farms across the Midwest. Since those crops are immediately exported, and food prices are rocketing.


Mom is thinking of trying for a third job, as a greeter at a big box store.


America finds itself not just unwilling to act to save Taiwan, but nearly unable to do so.


To top it all off, according to many journalists, war with China isn’t polling well.


A month after Dad watched the twenty-four young men shot in the head, he is at the dinner table again with Mom and his daughter.


Neither son has come home tonight. The middle son has joined the Maoist protesters, to his sister’s delight, and the oldest son has tagged along to film the action, hoping to strike it rich by catching a viral moment.


Dad’s phone rings. A rarity. He doesn’t have time or energy for friends. But it’s one of his old Marine colleagues.


Has he heard? The democratic government of Taiwan realized that help would not be coming. It has formally surrendered.


The rest of Pacific Asia—except for Japan and maybe Australia—was quietly reaching out to Beijing, and many had issued press releases stating they looked forward to a return to harmony in the region.


In 1990, the United States won the Cold War. Now it has lost a real war.


With the loss of Taiwan, America is finished in Asia.


An entirely new world is at hand.


Dad hangs up his phone, gets up from the table, and walks over to the window. He sees the pulsating red glow from the protest fires downtown.


He wonders if anyone will notice a difference. China had thoroughly destroyed America—destroyed his family—from the inside, long before it launched the first missile at Taiwan. This is just making it official. The Chinese Communist Party has beaten the United States of America.


From behind him, he hears his daughter calling her friend, excited and breathless: “It’s me. Guess what? It’s amazing! China just liberated Taiwan!”



This Doesn’t Have to Happen


America still has plenty of military power and fight left in its soul. We can cause the Chinese all sorts of harm. It will be costly to save Taiwan directly, but we can, for example, spread the battlefield and make the fight global—including cutting all of China’s trade along with its food and energy imports. Do this, and the Chinese Communist Party will be in big trouble.


What stopped the U.S. from fighting, really fighting, in this fictional future was the same thing that is stopping us from preparing and fighting now: a real go-order never came from the White House.


The world’s most powerful military folded. The defeat was mental as much as military.


How on earth did that happen? Gradually, and then all at once. It happened over thirty years, and few people noticed until it was too late.


To know what to do about it, you must know how it happened, where we are now, and where we are heading if we don’t fight.


Then you have to know what we are fighting and how to fight it. I’ll tell you.


Let’s start in Baltimore.










Section Two THE BATTLES CHINA IS ALREADY FIGHTING AND WE ARE ALREADY LOSING











CHAPTER 3 Witness to War: The Baltimore Battlefield



My longtime friend from Baltimore describes what his city used to be, and what it is now.1




I remember Sparrows Point, and ARMCO Steel, and Maryland Drydock, and the GM Plant, and Locke Insulators.


When I was little, every man in my neighborhood worked either at the GM plant, the steel mill, or the shipyard at Sparrows Point. Yeah, Sparrows Point was like Disney World. Those guys worked hard, played in bowling leagues, raised kids, went to church, and retired with a modest pension.


As an 18-year-old, I tended bar from 0600 to 1300 in a little neighborhood joint in SE Baltimore. Sparrows Point, GM, and all the plants worked three shifts. The 2300-0700 overnight shift guys were awesome. They’d get off work, drink a few beers (25¢ cent drafts), eat a hot dog, shoot darts, and then home to bed. The bar was on a bus line that ran non-stop from the Point to the neighborhood. No one drove to work.


My wife did her internship and residency at South Baltimore General Hospital—now Harbor Hospital—down on the water. Our sons were born there. I was a patient there a couple of times. You could look out at the ships in the harbor. Sparrows Point was way in the distance.


I got two law degrees, a J.D. from the University of Maryland and an LLM from Georgetown. I started the J.D. in the fall of ’69, a year after I “got back.” Several times, I took the night train to New York City, and you could see them pouring steel at Sparrows Point. What a memory.


It’s all gone now, without a trace. Sacrificed on the altar of so-called free trade.


My high school classmates who went to work at Bethlehem Steel in Sparrows Point, or the GM plant in Dundalk, were laid off by the 1980s. Many never again held a meaningful job.


Enormous Amazon “Fulfillment Centers” sit where those factories once stood, filled with goods from Chinese factories. The grandsons of those hard working men I served beer and hot dogs to now handle goods made in Beijing, not Baltimore, on the very spots where those two economic engines once stood. They make a couple bucks over minimum wage. Too many are either alcoholics or drug-addicted, or both. But the city is putting in a park for them. With artificial grass.


My old neighborhood is one step below a slum, with Section 8 housing. The tenants work those dead-end, low-pay jobs and happily let their rented property go to hell—having infiltrated a community that was almost 100 percent owner occupiers.


Old ladies like my 90-year-old mom—who, God bless her, still lives in the row house I grew up in—never leave their homes. Crime is rampant. Cops stay in their patrol cars.


My cousin is a Captain in the Baltimore City Fire Department. He used to spend most of his twenty-four-hour shift running the company, and fighting and preventing fires.


These days, he is busier than ever, but fighting fires comes second. Most of his calls are to officially pronounce dead the zombies in Baltimore and Dundalk who have wasted their lives as addicts of fentanyl and/or heroin.


In 2020, in Baltimore, 954 people died opioid-related deaths2—more than two-and-a-half times the murder rate.


Fentanyl is much deadlier than heroin, and almost all of it comes from China via Mexico and Mexican drug gangs. Over seventy thousand Americans died of fentanyl overdoses in 20213—that’s ten times the total number of American servicemen killed during the twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, and more than were killed during the twelve-year Vietnam War.


You won’t hear of it anywhere, and the TV news ignores it. My cousin sees it every day. Multiple times. My cousin is a war medic.


My old neighborhood is awash with the effects of this scourge. Hopeless men and women roam aimlessly, looking for their next dose. First responders spend most of their calls attending to overdoses. Police are unable to curb the gang violence connected to the drug problem. The drugs inside of George Floyd that led to his erratic behavior, and all that followed, likely came from China. He also had COVID at the time of his death.


My family has been pretty lucky. Just one cousin’s son—a good, smart boy—died of a heart attack at sixteen. Or at least, everyone says it was a heart attack. For grandma’s sake. Everyone knew it was fentanyl.


It used to be you could escape if you tried—especially if you were lucky enough to go to a Catholic school. The girls could go into nursing. The boys would join the military. But these days, the public schools are as demoralized and chaotic as the neighborhoods.


What is a guidance counselor supposed to suggest they work towards? It’s not easy to go into nursing or enlist when you can barely read, you use drugs, or you’ve been arrested—more than once—before you’re seventeen.


One U.S. Marine recruiter said the breaching party in Fallujah was easier duty than the recruiting station in Baltimore.


But the suburbs around D.C.—thirty miles away—are some of the richest in the nation. Members of congress, lobbyists, consultants, and Wall Street CEOs who bought their beach houses by ripping out and shipping out the heart of communities to China should be forced to take a stroll through Dundalk. Thank you, Nixon, Bush, Obama, and Biden for your poor and possibly traitorous foreign policy.


There should be a monument to those blue-collar workers who worked at Sparrows Point.





Useful Idiots, Collaborators, and Traitors


There are dozens of American cities and towns that, like Baltimore, have had their guts ripped out.


These areas have been left with crumbling, warzone neighborhoods full of hopeless young men and women stuck with dead-end, menial jobs, or a one-way ticket to addiction, prison, or the grave.


Buffalo, New York; Erie, Pennsylvania; and Youngstown, Ohio are examples, as well as part of just about any city or town of any consequence in the United States. All took a hit. The specifics might vary, but not the basics.


The thing is, none of this was an accident. It wasn’t the inevitable turn of events as businesses and industries flourished and then faded away as they always have.


The core of America has been successfully attacked. And the assault continues, with help from the inside.


The United States is riddled with, at best, enablers, and at worst, collaborators—including some politicians, government officials, financiers, investment bankers, CEOs, journalists, academics, think-tankers, NGO leadership, military personnel, and others, many of whom benefit financially.


Some are able to convince themselves what they are doing is decent, wise, unavoidable, or even statesmanlike.


And some are just traitors.


Cutting a Wide Swath through the Political Class


The jobs that left Baltimore were some of the estimated 3.5 million manufacturing jobs that went to China4 in the twenty years after the PRC was allowed to join the World Trade Organization (WTO) by being exempted from key membership requirements every other prospective member had to comply with.


Too much of the American business and industrial class eagerly shuttered U.S. facilities and moved the work to China. Some of the same companies that now tout their ESG scores exulted in cheaper labor costs, no environmental restrictions, and no troublesome labor unions. The Chinese would work long hours for next to nothing. Or else.


Every one of those jobs had supported a family, and its loss had a human cost and a ripple effect on future generations. It absolutely gutted neighborhoods and livelihoods—not just of the workers, but their families and the ecosystems of suppliers and retail establishments.


American politicians knew what would happen—and privately admitted it—but the donor class smelled Chinese money and was urging them to comply. By the time the WTO decision came around, Washington had been well trained for decades.


Richard Nixon started it all, begging the Chinese communists for a relationship when it should have been the other way around. His biggest mistake? Listening to a former Ivy League professor, Henry Kissinger, who knew little about China, and whom the Chinese played masterfully—and have played ever since.5 Though perhaps he thinks he’s played them, given he’s made a bundle off his China business.


Jimmy Carter? He threw away Taiwan without ever explaining why.6 Beijing presumably didn’t ask.


Even Ronald Reagan, who brought down the Soviet Union—and hated communism—listened to his too-clever-by-half advisors, handing over military technology to the PRC to “split” the Chinese from the Russians.7


George H. W. Bush was sure that he knew the CCP—having lived in Beijing for fifteen whole months—so he comforted the CCP after it massacred thousands of its citizens at Tiananmen Square. Around a month after the main massacre, Bush wrote to Deng Xiaoping in language that may very well be echoed in a future U.S. president’s letter to a Chinese leader after the invasion of Taiwan:




I write in the spirit of genuine friendship… from one who believes with a passion that good relations between the United States and China are in the fundamental interests of both countries. I have felt that way for many years. I feel more strongly that way today, in spite of the difficult circumstances.… I have tried very hard not to inject myself into China’s internal affairs… [T]he actions I took as president could not be avoided [and] the clamor for stronger action remains intense.… I have resisted that clamor, making clear that I do not want to see destroyed this relationship that you and I have worked so hard to build.… I explained to the American people that I did not want to unfairly burden the Chinese people with economic sanctions.8





His son, George W. Bush, was busy with Iraq and Afghanistan, and in any case lacked the stomach for challenging the PRC—as his treatment of Taiwan revealed.


The Clintons? Theirs is a saga of corruption. Read Peter Schweizer’s books.9 In fact, William C. Triplett II and Edward Timperlake laid out a prosecutor’s brief on then president Clinton over twenty years ago in their book Year of the Rat: How Bill Clinton and Al Gore Compromised U.S. Security for Chinese Cash. Everyone knew what was going on, but nobody did anything.


President Obama was keen to “de-escalate” regardless of Chinese provocations or broken promises.10


Beijing made a clean sweep of U.S. administrations until Donald Trump came along.


And now? Then presidential candidate Joe Biden declared that China “was not competition for us.”11 Maybe the Chinese government’s interest in his son’s investment company12 had more to do with manipulating the former vice president than with Hunter Biden’s financial brilliance? Biden’s rhetoric, at least, has gotten tougher, sort of, since taking office, but one wonders.


Of course, all leaders have their own reasons for engagement or appeasement. The go-to assertion: “We need China’s help with climate change / North Korea / Ukraine / transnational crime / fill in the blank.” Often, these are problems exacerbated, if not created, by Beijing in the first place.


To make things easier for China, top political leadership is often supported at the working level by officials keen to accommodate Beijing, generally in the name of statesmanship. Many are convinced they alone know China and how to handle the Chinese—especially if they speak some Mandarin. The communists gladly let them think so.


The Obama administration’s Asia policy director, Evan Medeiros, was in Hong Kong not long after stepping down, advising American businessmen that to make money in China, they should align themselves with Chinese dictator Xi Jinping’s interests.13


Another prominent former official, Susan Thornton, who nearly got the State Department’s top Asia job in 2018, advised a Shanghai audience—that included Chinese officials—to wait out Mr. Trump until more accommodating people took over.14 Ms. Thornton also said, “I haven’t seen any evidence for the Chinese covertly interfering in domestic politics in the United States.”15


The Biden administration has an inordinate number of people handling Asian and foreign affairs who, at some point in the recent past, have earned money from PRC-related business.16


It has likewise been easy pickings for the Chinese over on Capitol Hill.


Powerful Democratic senator Dianne Feinstein was curiously accommodating toward the PRC for decades, even musing, “I sometimes say that in my last life maybe I was Chinese.”17 Presumably, this had nothing to do with a Chinese agent being on her staff for many years.18 Meanwhile, her husband made a fortune from Chinese business dealings.19


Up-and-coming Democratic congressman Eric Swalwell had a Chinese “friend”—who was also a Chinese agent.20 That was not enough to cost him his seat on the House Intelligence Committee.


The Republicans can be equally subverted. Senator Mitch McConnell, the powerful House Minority Leader, has connections to Chinese money—a lot of it—via his wife, Elaine Chao, and her family’s shipping company, the Foremost Group.21


You don’t even need to be in power officially to be useful to Beijing. Former legislators are also juicy targets for the PRC.


Joseph Lieberman, once the conscience of the U.S. Senate, signed up to lobby on behalf of Chinese telecom firm ZTE in 2018 after it was hit with U.S. government sanctions.22


Ex-senator Republican David Vitter became a shill for Hikvision USA—the American branch of the Chinese company whose equipment is a backbone of the PRC’s surveillance state (including being complicit in the imprisonment of a million Uighurs).23


Former U.S. government officials advised Hong Kongers to take their medicine and accept enslavement. One of them, the respected former U.S. Consul General in Hong Kong Kurt Tong (who later joined the Asia Group), warned the Trump administration to “do no harm” when it came to Hong Kong.24 In other words, the thinking was, and is, don’t do anything China won’t like.


The list goes on and on. Ex-secretary of defense, William Cohen, a former senator from Maine and a model of Down East sensibility, runs a consulting firm—the Cohen Group—pushing business with the PRC. He hired another ex-defense secretary a few years ago, retired Marine general James Mattis.25


Say it ain’t so, Mad Dog. What about those Chinese concentration camps, General? And the PLA greasing up to kill Americans?



China Today


There is footage of Shanghai during the COVID lockdowns of 2022. In one clip, residents go to their balconies to sing and protest lack of supplies and food. A drone appears and broadcasts: “Please comply [with] COVID restrictions. Control your soul’s desire for freedom. Do not open the window or sing.”26


Control. It’s all about control. Look at what happened to Hong Kong. It had free press, elections, representative government, freedom of speech, and every other freedom we recognize as important. Universities were free, and you taught and said what you wanted. It had fiercely independent courts and judges that followed real laws based on British Common Law rather than PRC-dictated regulations. It had a currency that people wanted and accepted worldwide.


Two years later, after Beijing decided enough was enough, Hong Kong had none of those things.


Reporters and editors were arrested—as were pro-democracy leaders and Cardinal Zen, the ninety-year-old head of the local Catholic Church. Brutal lockdowns and quarantines were enforced. Hong Kong was run by a Beijing-approved former policeman. The law became what the Chinese Communist Party said it was. It wasn’t rule of law, it was rule by law.


Hong Kong went from being one of the freest places on the planet, as the economist Milton Friedman noted years ago, to being just another Chinese city. And that, by definition, means one of the least free places on earth.


That is China’s goal for America: a country in which the people and state do nothing that matters without Beijing’s permission.


And it’s not just America. When the British gave Hong Kong to China, it was supposed to be one country, two systems. It quickly ended up being one country, one system. Beijing’s goal is 193 countries (or however many are listed at the United Nations), one system. Theirs.


Life in America will be different—though we are already being trained for it. In China, there is increasing use of a social credit system (actually a population control system) in which you accrue points for things like reading Xi Jinping’s texts and lose points for searching for non-government-sanctioned churches.


This dovetails with mass AI-powered surveillance technologies (including facial recognition) and use of a Chinese-government-created digital currency to provide levels of control at the micro level that would have made Stalin giddy.27


The government can cut off your money, deem you unemployable, block you from public transit, and watch as you pace back and forth in your tiny room at your wit’s end until you comply.


Think you can escape by getting rid of your personal tracking and monitoring device (your cellphone)? You can also get punished for not keeping your phone topped up and charged. You pay for the privilege to be controlled.


China doesn’t need to build more prisons (even though it is). It is building a prison the size of a country.


Think that can’t happen here? We are already doing it to ourselves—undoubtedly nudged along by information warfare operations by China and others.


Take a look at the dynamics of so-called cancel culture, which was supercharged from 2020 onwards—creating immense turmoil, fear, and hatred inside America.


Canceling sure looks a lot like the Chinese Cultural Revolution, where people with wrong thoughts were berated by angry mobs, physically abused, forced to apologize, and sent away to the hinterland—or, in today’s United States, banned from social media. And it is evolving to conflate with technologically enabled, U.S.-style informal and opaque social credit systems.


Increasingly, taking positions that aren’t illegal but that are considered wrong-think might mean you can’t get banking services, certain jobs, or travel to certain places.


Pillow maker Mike Lindell, known for questioning the integrity of the 2020 election (which is controversial but not illegal), has not only been deplatformed from social media, but “debanked” by his financial institution over concerns of “reputational damage,” and he had his cellphone taken by the FBI.28


Want to see what’s coming? Just look north of the border. Some participants in the 2022 Canada trucker’s convoy had their bank accounts frozen and trucks seized.29 Canada’s deputy prime minister Chrystia Freeland said, “If your truck is being used in these protests, your corporate accounts will be frozen. The insurance on your vehicle will be suspended. The consequences are real, and they will bite.”30 Canada’s justice minister said that “pro-Trump” major donors to the convoy “ought to be worried.”31 Major banks froze donations destined for the truckers.32 Bear in mind, a judge found the Ottawa protests were “peaceful, lawful, and safe.”33


Going forward, if you want to buy a plane ticket, access your bank account or an ATM, get a job, or get into a good school, your wrong-think better not have extended to being negative about the CCP anywhere in your digital past.


The control will only get easier. If you want to rent somewhere, buy something specific, or even travel across states, you may need a digital ID. That ID will be stored on the holy grail of social control, that self-carrying tracking and monitoring device, the cellphone. And the more control they have, the more control they want. Next up, government-backed digital currency.34


All this makes it even easier for China’s agents and useful idiots to shape our economy and society. America will only have the industries China allows it to have, and that may not be many. The United States’ main purpose will be to provide PRC manufacturers with natural resources and raw materials and Chinese citizens with food—likely grown on Chinese-owned land, and farmed by imported Chinese labor.


The Party will decide how many Americans there should be—and how many children Americans are allowed to have—just like it did in China. If the Chinese did it to their own, they will be even more brutal with others once they get the chance.


People will resist. We are Americans, after all. But they will be brought into line. If social coercion and control don’t work, there will be beatings, possibly delivered by the regime’s pet organized crime gangs, as we saw in Hong Kong.35 Inconvenient cases will disappear into detention centers. Or maybe they will be called “reeducation centers.”


Then there is the concept of generational punishment, in which your parents and children are punished for your transgression. If you think wrong, then your parents will have a hard time getting medical insurance, and your kids won’t get into university or hold a government job.


There will be rewards for turning in your wrong-thinking family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. You’ll be suspected, and maybe punished, if one goes rogue and you didn’t alert the authorities beforehand. The majority will fall into line, try to keep their heads down, and not catch the eye of the system.


There will also be plenty of Americans willing to help keep the new order for the common good, of course. There always are.


So lose this war and, at best, you’re in a birdcage—constantly surrounded by cats. The mode of living will be akin to the one in the PRC (on a good day) or like Eastern Europe in the Communist era. Nobody knows what the rules are but, keep your mouth shut and don’t do or say anything the regime and its “ears” can hear and won’t like, and you’re free enough. Until you aren’t. You might even get an overseas trip now and then and the chance to buy some blue jeans.


People who remember the good times know to keep their mouths shut. People who don’t remember the good times, don’t know any better. But it’s a birdcage nonetheless. Do not open the window or sing.


In another clip from the 2022 Shanghai lockdown, a police officer roughing up a Shanghai citizen says, “You can’t do what you want, like in America. This is China. So listen carefully (and) don’t ask me why. There is no why!”36


For now, it’s just China.


We are in a war that started a long time ago. We just chose not to recognize it, even though one could see it plain as day in Baltimore and any number of towns where communities were destroyed and societies were ripped apart under the incessant assault of the invisible soldiers of the PRC and its proxies.


The game isn’t over yet, fortunately, and Americans are showing signs of finally waking up and gearing up to fight back.


If we are going to have a chance, we need to understand what we are fighting so that we can put tactics and strategies in place that land serious blows. We must not become distracted into shadow boxing or, worse, allowing ourselves to be confused by Beijing into fighting each other.


If we do not respond intelligently, before we realize it, we will become the United States of America—with Chinese characteristics.










CHAPTER 4 What’s the Goal of the Chinese Communist Party?



Let’s start with the end. We can see what the Chinese Communist Party is doing to the United States. How does that fit into its overall goals? What are the objectives of China’s rulers? Do they really intend to take over the world? Isn’t this exaggerated apprehension at best, and an idea bordering on conspiracy theory at worst?


Take them at their word. They do. The People’s Republic of China may settle for dominance rather than occupation, but it does indeed aim to rule us all.


The U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission has been one of the few U.S. government entities to correctly assess China for many years. It stated in its annual reports to Congress:




	The CCP seeks to revise the international order to be more amenable to its own interests and authoritarian governance systems. It desires for other countries not only to acquiesce to its prerogatives but also to acknowledge what it perceives as China’s rightful place at the top of the new hierarchical world order.1



	The CCP’s triumphalism derives from a genuine belief in its own superiority and from the need to legitimize and sustain its one-party rule.2



	CCP leaders publicly express confidence that China will prevail in an ideological and civilizational clash with the United States and other democracies they refer to as “the West.” Chinese leaders portray the United States as a waning superpower on a path towards inevitable decline and believe China will be able to continue expanding its power and influence globally.3






Don’t underestimate the appeal of nationalism—crude as it may seem—in China. Humans haven’t outgrown this, or the tribalism that’s a part of most of us. Inside the PRC, appeals depicting China as “picked on,” “contained,” and “deprived of its rightful place in the world” do indeed resonate widely with the populace.
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