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For Denise Marcil, my literary agent,


for always believing in the vision for this book;


and for Susan Cotner, my sister,
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Letter to Readers


“Trivial annoyances slough off in a garden and problems often solve themselves there as you weed and plant. Gardening is such satisfyingly creative work, too; you can see the beautiful results of your efforts.”


—HELEN VAN PELT WILSON (1901–2003)


The quote above succinctly expresses how many of us feel about gardening. Whether it’s pulling weeds or the vision of creating beauty that relieves our frustrations, most of us feel better after gardening.


Gardens are universally enjoyed and they have the unique quality of combining art and nature. Gardens are especially poetic in our daily lives as evidenced by the fact that poets write about gardens and gardening as frequently as they do above love.


Many of us have a dear relative who nurtured our love of gardening; in my case, my grandfather and I shared many relaxed times together as we puttered in the garden. Likewise, contributing poet Penny Harter has a fond remembrance of shelling peas with her mother and grandmother. Poet Michael S. Glaser is creating a new memory within his own family as he uses butternut squash from his garden to make soup for his granddaughter. Peter Markus states that his daughter Helena “is the newborn keeper of our family garden. She shall inherit more than just the earth.”


In Garden Blessings, you will discover inspiring selections about the garden from classic writers such as Walt Whitman, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Celia Thaxter, to contemporary writers such as Barbara Crooker, Michael S. Glaser, and Ellen Bass.


I have been compiling anthologies for twenty years now and have more than 900 contributors who send me their poems, prayers, and prose for each of my books. Because of the inclusion of so many contemporary writers, I believe you will find refreshing selections in Garden Blessings.
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