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Introduction





I am lucky. I didn’t meet my first potholder loom until I was an adult.




Why does that make me lucky? Because it meant that I had absolutely no preconceived notions about what a potholder loom could or could not do (or was “supposed to do” or not do). It meant that I saw this marvelous, incredibly simple, timeless, and elegant little loom as being unlimited in its design possibilities and potential.




It was love at first sight, and I have never grown tired of discovering new and wonderful things to make with the potholder loom. As I have written this book, I have found all kinds of new techniques and ways of working with the potholder loom. This process has been a source of huge delight. Weaving with them is contemplative, meditative, affordable, portable, and inviting.




Potholder looms produce modules that are then put together to create completely woven projects or to make embellishments that are appliquéd to other preexisting items, if desired.






   



LINKS FOR INSPIRATION AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT




My “how-to” video tutorials for using the potholder loom in innovative and creative ways: http://www.youtube.com/user/NoreenCroneFindlay (type “potholder loom” in the search box)




Harrisville has a wonderful color pattern generator for the potholder loom on its website: https://harrisville.com/pages/potholderwizard














They are low tech and gentle on yarns. This means that treasured and fragile yarns can be used without stressing them the way large looms do.




There is virtually no waste with the potholder loom. (Large looms have a lot of loom waste, so gorgeous yarn simply gets cut off and tossed—a yarnaholic’s nightmare!)




Another thumbs up is that weaving is very frugal—it showcases the yarn without using anywhere near as much yarn as knitting or crochet does.




Potholder looms can also be very eco-friendly because they are great for weaving tarn (T-shirt yarn), hand-spun paper yarns, and other repurposed and upcycled yarn substitutes like fabric strips.




This book includes many techniques, hints, and tips that I have developed over my many years of weaving on potholder looms.




I hope that you will enjoy weaving wonderful treasures with the potholder loom!









   




Getting Started









EQUIPMENT









To weave the projects in this book, you will need the following tools:




Potholder loom(s)




The potholder looms shown in this book are courtesy of three manufacturers, but other potholder looms will work as well. In the book, three sizes of potholder looms are used:




Dewberry Ridge Looms: 9-peg, 18-peg, and 27-peg potholder looms




[image: image]




Harrisville Designs: 18-peg and 27-peg potholder looms




[image: image]




Wool Novelty Co.: 18-peg potholder loom




[image: image]








Weaving hook




I don’t like the wire hooks that come with potholder looms, so I don’t use them. I recommend using a long crochet hook, like a Tunisian or afghan hook, or carving one for yourself from a chopstick. See page 256 for a link to a how-to video.
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Knitting needle or chopstick, to use as a shed stick, and rubber bands




[image: image]





Chopstick or knitting needle, S-hooks, and cardboard




These are used to adapt the loom for small tapestry weaving.




[image: image]




Needles




You will need a selection of needles to weave and to stitch the modules together. I recommend craft and tapestry needles and a darning needle for stitching, and a 6 in./15 cm long weaving needle.
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Lucet or Latchet Lucet




This handy tool is used to make cords.
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Felting needle




This tool will enable you to lock in ends and add embellishments.
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Also: Crochet hook (US size 7 or 8/4.5 mm or 5 mm), scissors, tape measure or ruler, steam iron, and safety pins.








ESTIMATING YARDAGE
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Knowing how much yarn or how many loops a project takes is important. If you are short on a given color, you can make adjustments right from the beginning. Getting almost to the end of a project and discovering that you just can’t squeeze out the final modules is very frustrating. So be sure to check the yardage and loop count in the patterns to save yourself some grief!




Note: Not all looms are the same size, and slight variations in size will make a difference in the final yardage needed. Also, individual weaving habits will change yardage. Always purchase or spin extra yarn to be sure that there will be enough for the project.




Yarn




TRADITIONAL SIZE POTHOLDER LOOM WITH 18 PEGS/NAILS PER SIDE IN A 6 IN./15 CM SPAN




Square:




1 traditional size square woven with 1 strand of yarn: approx. 15 yd./14 m




1 traditional size square woven with 2 strands of yarn held together: approx. 30 yd./28 m




1 traditional size square woven with 3 strands of yarn held together: approx. 45 yd./42 m




Triangle:




1 traditional size triangle woven with 1 strand of yarn: approx. 7.5 yd./7 m




1 traditional size triangle woven with 2 strands of yarn held together: approx. 15 yd./14 m




1 traditional size triangle woven with 3 strands of yarn held together: approx. 22.5 yd./21 m




PRO OR LARGE-SIZE POTHOLDER LOOM WITH 27 PEGS/NAILS PER SIDE IN A 9 IN./23 CM SPAN




Square:




1 Pro (large) size square woven with 1 strand of yarn: approx. 30 yd./28 m




1 Pro (large) size square woven with 2 strands of yarn held together: approx. 60 yd./56 m




1 Pro (large) size square woven with 3 strands of yarn held together: approx. 90 yd./84 m




Triangle:




1 Pro (large) size triangle woven with 1 strand of yarn: approx. 15 yd./14 m




1 Pro (large) size triangle woven with 2 strands of yarn held together: 30 yd./28 m




1 Pro (large) size triangle woven with 3 strands of yarn held together: approx. 45 yd./42 m




SMALL POTHOLDER LOOM WITH 9 PEGS/NAILS PER SIDE IN A 3 IN./7.5 CM SPAN




Square:




1 small-size square woven with 1 strand of yarn: approx. 7.5 yd./7 m




1 small square woven with 2 strands of yarn held together: approx. 15 yd./14 m




1 small square woven with 3 strands of yarn held together: approx. 22.5 yd./21 m




Triangle:




1 small-size triangle woven with 1 strand of yarn: approx. 3.75 yd./3.5 m




1 small-size triangle woven with 2 strands of yarn held together: approx. 7.5 yd./7 m




1 small-size triangle woven with 3 strands of yarn held together: approx. 11.25 yd./10.5 m




Loops




TRADITIONAL SIZE POTHOLDER LOOM WITH 18 PEGS/NAILS PER SIDE IN A 6 IN./15 CM SPAN




Square: 1 traditional size square takes 36 loops in total (divide by the number of colors you want to use in each square to get the number of each color)




Triangle: 1 traditional size triangle takes 20 loops




PRO OR LARGE-SIZE POTHOLDER LOOM WITH 27 PEGS/NAILS PER SIDE IN A 9 IN./23 CM SPAN




Square: 1 Pro (large) size square takes 54 loops in total (divide by the number of colors you want to use in each square to get the number of each color)




Triangle: 1 Pro (large) size triangle takes 29 loops








HOW TO READ A CHART









There are charts for many of the techniques and projects in the book. Either copy or trace them so they will lie flat. Reading the chart and working from it is the same whether you are weaving with loops or yarn. The charts are read and worked from in the same manner for all sizes of the loom.




The charts in the book have one square of graph paper for each peg and are interpreted as follows:




The charts represent 1 square per peg and are telling you to lift or lower all the strands that are on that peg.




Each square will have either a vertical line (|) or a horizontal line (–) in it.




The columns of the graph paper represent the warp strands: the yarn or loops going from the top to the lower edge of the loom.




The horizontal rows represent the weft rows that go from side to side of the loom.




There are 9, 18, or 27 columns (sets of squares) across from right to left of the chart, representing 9, 18, or 27 sets of pegs on the top and lower edges of the loom.




There are 9, 18, or 27 rows (sets of squares) from the bottom to the top of the chart, representing 9, 18, or 27 sets of pegs along the right- and left-hand sides of the loom.




The vertical line (|) is telling you to take your weaving hook under both strands on the peg if you are working with loops or a single strand of bulky yarn. If you are working with 2 or more strands of yarn, treat them as if they are a single strand of yarn—this means that you will lift or go over all 4 strands of yarn, because warping with 2 strands of yarn held together puts 4 strands of yarn onto the pegs.




The vertical line (|) looks like the warp strands (the strands that go from the top to the lower edge of the loom) sitting on top of the weft strands (the strands that go from side to side of the loom).




The horizontal line (–) looks like the weft strands sitting on top of the warp strands. It is telling you to take the weaving hook over both strands on that peg.




On the Stepping Stones and Mosaic charts (see pages 48 and 51), the letters A and B run along the lower edge and right-hand edge of the charts. “A” represents Color A (the darker yarn) and “B” represents Color B (the lighter yarn). The lower-edge letters show what color goes on that set of pegs while warping. The right-hand-edge letters indicate what color of weft is used to weave that row. Also note that for the Mosaic pattern, the center 3 warp strands must be the same color. The center 3 weft strands need to be the same color, too. The A and B notations are for when the Mosaic pattern is being woven in only 2 colors.




Example




Let’s look at an example chart and how you would weave from it. The chart in the photos is the prototype chart that I made and worked from for the Diamond Twill pattern. The project in the photo is being woven on the 27-peg loom with loops from Harrisville Looms.




1. Once the loom is warped, lay the ruler or strip of paper over Row 2 to cover it. Only Row 1 should show. It’s the 1st row at the lower edge of the chart.




[image: image]




2. Beginning at the lower right-hand side of the loom, follow the chart by weaving the hook over and under the number of strands that the chart indicates. One vertical line means that the hook goes under 2 strands. Two horizontal lines mean that the hook goes over 4 strands. Work all the way across the loom, following Line 1. The chart is lying on the loom for comparison; normally, the chart will be beside the loom on a flat surface so the ruler can be slid up the chart.




[image: image]




3. Place a loop on the hook and ease the loop through the warp strands. Place each end of the loop on the 1st peg on each side of the loom. (When weaving with yarn, place a loop of yarn on the hook as shown on page 9 and ease it through the warp strands.)




[image: image]




4. Move the ruler up to reveal Row 2. Repeat the under/over weaving with the hook and ease the next loop into the warp strands. Push the weaving down toward the lower edge of the loom.




[image: image]




5. Continue to the top of the loom. Finish the square, following the instructions on page 85.




[image: image]









WEAVING TERMS










There are a few weaving terms that you should be familiar with:


Warp: The warp strands are the strands of yarn or loops that are placed on the loom to be the skeleton or foundation for the weaving. The word “warp” is also used to indicate that the warp strands are being placed on the loom, so when the instructions say “warp the loom” or “warping the loom,” that means “get those strands or loops onto the loom.”




Weft: The weft strands are the loops or yarn that are taken across the loom (woven) between the strands of the warp. When the instructions say “weave,” it means that now that the loom is warped, the filling strands are going to be going over and under the warp strands.




Shed: When a weaving hook or chopstick or knitting needle passes under and over the warp strands, it opens a space between the strands. This space is called the “shed.” There are two sheds: one that is made by going over/under the warp strands across the loom and one that is formed by going under/over across the loom.




Having one shed held open all the time speeds up the weaving because you don’t have to do the under/over picking up process on every row.




Shed stick: The knitting needle or chopstick that holds one shed open.




Cartoon: The pattern for tapestry weaving.




Pick (or pass): In tapestry weaving, to cover all the warp strands with one bump of weft yarn, it’s necessary to weave in one direction going over/under and back again in the opposite direction to go over the empty warp strands and under the ones that have yarn on them. Working from one side of the loom to the other is the first pass (or pick), and then back from the second side to the first is the second pass. The two passes equal one row.









 

TECHNIQUES



[image: image]



[image: image]







   


WEAVING SHAPES ON THE Potholder Loom





WEAVING WITH YARN







Square with Yarn


[image: image]




The basic building block of potholder loom weaving is the square. Here’s how to weave a square with yarn. The sample in the photo was woven on an 18-peg (6 in.) potholder loom, but the technique is the same for the 9-peg (3 in.) loom or the 27-peg (9 in.) potholder loom.




Yarn: The yarn in the photos is courtesy of Harrisville Designs (see Sources and Suppliers on page 256). The yarns are from Peg Loom & Lap Loom Yarn Packs in the Berry colorway (2 packs are required, so 2 strands can be held together while weaving).




Equipment and tools: Any size potholder loom; weaving hook (in the photos, a US size 7/4.5 mm Tunisian/afghan crochet hook is being used); chopstick or knitting needle for shed stick; crochet hook; scissors; tapestry or craft needle.




Note: Hold 2 strands of yarn together as if they are a single strand. If you are working with bulky yarn, then use only one strand of yarn. If you are using thinner yarns, hold more strands together for warping and weaving.




INSTRUCTIONS




Warping




1. Tie 2 strands of yarn to the lower right-hand corner. If you use thicker yarn, just tie 1 strand to the loom.




Take the yarn up and around the 1st top right-hand peg and down around the 1st lower right-hand peg.


[image: image]




2. Repeat all the way across the loom.




[image: image]




Weaving




3. Weave a knitting needle or chop-stick over 4 strands, under 4 strands all the way across the top of the loom. If you are using thicker yarn, you’ll just go over and under 2 strands.




[image: image]




4. Row 1: At the top of the loom, slide the weaving hook (in this case, a Tunisian/afghan crochet hook) into the opening between the layers of warp strands formed by the knitting needle. This opening is called the shed. Slip the weaving hook into the opening and scoot the weaving hook along the knitting needle, from the right to the left.




[image: image]




5. Angle the hook down toward the lower left-hand edge.




[image: image]




6. Pull out a loop of yarn from the ball and put the loop on the hook.




7. Glide the loop of yarn through the shed and place the loop of yarn onto the 1st peg on the lower right-hand edge.




[image: image]




8. Adjust the row of weaving by gently tugging on the yarn end from the ball (at the left-hand side of the loom) to snug the weaving up against the peg on the right-hand side of the loom.




[image: image]




Then push the weaving down toward the lower edge.


[image: image]




9. Row 2: Weave the weaving hook from the right to the left, under 4 strands, over 4 strands all the way across the loom.




[image: image]




10. Pull out a loop of yarn from the ball and put the loop on the hook.




[image: image]




11. Glide the loop of yarn through the shed and place the loop of yarn onto the 2nd peg on the lower right-hand edge.




[image: image]




12. Repeat step 8 to finish Row 2.




[image: image]




13. Repeat Rows 1 and 2, working your way up the loom, until the loom is completely full and the square is woven.




[image: image]




Pull the knitting needle out of the weaving at the 2nd to the last row.




Cut the yarn from the ball.




Untie the yarn at the lower right-hand side.




Finishing




14. Chain off the loops, referring to page 85 for instructions on how to chain the loops along the edge.






Begin chaining with the 1st 2 loops off the lower right-hand edge of the loom.


[image: image]




Chain all the way around the loom, ignoring the yarn tails at the upper left-hand corner.




Pull the tails from the lower right-hand corner through the last loop on the hook.




15. Steam press the square.








Checkerboard Square with Yarn


[image: image]




To make the Checkerboard square, you will need the same tools and equipment as for the regular square (see page 8), but with yarn in two colors, one for warping and one for weaving.




INSTRUCTIONS




Warping




1. Follow steps 1 and 2 on page 8.






Weaving




2. Snip the yarn at the lower left-hand corner and tie on another color.
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3. Follow steps 3–13 on pages 8–10 to weave.








Finishing




4. Finish as for the regular square on page 85.








Small Square with Yarn


[image: image]




Squares of any size can be woven with yarn using this technique. The size of the small square is determined by how many rows are woven: a square that is 6 rows tall and 6 sets of pegs wide is going to be smaller than one that is 8 or 9 rows tall and 8 or 9 sets of pegs wide and will be bigger than one that is only 4 rows tall and 4 sets of pegs wide.




The small square is shorter than the height of the loom, so a knitting needle is placed across the loom and the warp strands wrap around it instead of the pegs on the lower edge of the loom. The small square is also narrower than the loom, so only some of the pegs are warped.
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