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Words to Understand
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professional: Paid to play (usually in a league like the NBA).


varsity: The highest-level team that represents a high school or college.
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COACHED BY HIS FATHER


Kobe Bryant and his teammates are standing on a podium in the center of the Olympic Stadium. Beside them are members of the Russian and Chinese basketball teams. They have come from miles away for a chance to earn the Olympic gold medal. All three teams have fought hard to get to this point, and it really shows.


Thousands of fans in the crowd cheer loudly as medals for each member of the three teams are brought out on trays. The Russian team is given the bronze, and the Spanish team is given the silver. That leaves the United States, which has earned the gold. Kobe and his teammates are tired and sweaty, but they are also smiling. Over the past few weeks, the U.S. team won eight games and gone undefeated to claim the title of Olympic champions.


Music plays in the background as the crowd cheers loudly. The audience claps and cheers as gold medals are given to each member of the U.S. team. As each team member receives his medal, the player’s name is called. When Kobe Bryant’s name is announced, the crowd goes wild. He waves to his fans and smiles as the heavy medal is placed around his neck. Moments like this make basketball worth playing.
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Kobe dunks the ball during a game against China during the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.





For many athletes, competing in the Olympic Games is the highlight of their careers. The athletes chosen to compete for each country are the best in the world. Kobe Bryant joined the USA basketball team twice and helped win a gold medal both times. The first time was in 2008. The second time was just four years later, in 2012. Winning an international championship is never easy. Every member of the U.S. basketball team needed to give their all to snag the gold.


After winning his second Olympic gold medal, Kobe announced he would not return to the Olympics. “This is it for me. The other guys are good to go,” he said. Kobe believes his other teammates are strong enough to win the next world championship without him. In 2016 the world will know if he is correct.


As of 2013, Kobe has been playing in the NBA for over fifteen years. He started his NBA career right out of high school, but that’s not when Kobe’s love for the game began. He’s been playing since he was just three years old! Through hard work and determination, he has risen to the top. Now he’s one of the greatest basketball players in the history of the sport!




Make Connections
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When Kobe was growing up, his favorite basketball player was Magic Johnson, who played for the Los Angeles Lakers. As a Laker, Magic Johnson became an NBA champion five times. Kobe looked up to Magic Johnson, and the Lakers became Kobe’s favorite team. One day, Kobe hoped to play for that team, too. And he did!





Kobe dreamed of being a famous basketball player from the moment he could dribble a ball. Today he has a long list of accomplishments. He has won international titles, been part of an NBA championship team five times, and was the NBA’s Most Valuable Player (MVP) of 2008.


SPORTS IN THE FAMILY


Kobe Bean Bryant was born on August 23, 1978, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He has two older sisters, Shaya and Sharia. Growing up, all three children were athletic and liked to play sports. One of the reasons Kobe and his sisters were so athletic is because of their father. Joe “Jellybean” Bryant is a former NBA player. He played for the Philadelphia 76ers, the San Diego Clippers, and the Houston Rockets during his time in the NBA.
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